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Weekly Update … from Dale  

      Our committee that is meeting regularly as we consider reopening 
our church met again today.  As you might well imagine, we continue to 
find that safely reopening our church (physically) does not yet seem to 
be the safe pathway at this time. 
 
     'Tis the season for gratitude, giving, and lots and lots of turkey. How-
ever, amid the coronavirus pandemic, your Thanksgiving festivities 
might look a bit different. Maybe instead of a packed house, you're only 
entertaining your immediate family members (ya know, the ones 
you've been cooped up with for the past nine months). Or, maybe you'll 
be spending the holiday completely alone. Whatever the case, there 
are ways to make your Thanksgiving feel festive and special, even while 
social distancing.     Often we are able to see how bad experiences help 
us gather strength and momentum for future blessings in our lives. 
Learning to see past trials through eternity’s perspective  

“Black Friday: only in America do people trample each other for sales  

exactly one day after being thankful for what they have.” 

•  

enables us to be more thankful during times of struggle.  Thanksgiving is a superpower.  
It enables us to see past our experiences and how God is moving. Not only are thankful people 
able to draw and embrace strength from gratitude, they are also able to empower others with 
their perspective as well. 
 

Notes from Judy …..  Are you getting tired of all this isolation?  Dave and Judy are!   Would 
love to see everyone together again, but when will that be or what will it look like?  Memories are 
good! Recently I discovered some old papers from my parents.  One was a letter of my dad’s to my 
mom,  He called her his “darling Doris”  and how he was missing her.  Wished I had found that be-
fore their 50’th Anniversary.  Recently I called an old friend I had not had contact with in 8 years, 
found out she has Alzheimer’s.  Her husband answered  the phone and was thankful to hear from us. 
They live outside of Atlanta, Georgia.  Dave loves sending cards,  Halloween, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas. With messaging and mail, we all could restart the tradition of sending greetings to others: 
neighbors, relatives, friends, and caregivers.  Charlene is doing a great job at staying in touch with 
many members our congregation by phone every week.         Judy and Dave Biegon  
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana  Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana 
 

Thanksgiving Day unleashes a bounty of memories for many of us, however, Thanksgiving 2020 will 
be vastly different for most everyone. Right? Yet, we are “making” memories however we chose 
to receive what comes our way. I pray that we will each find a moment of wonder, of joy, of in-
trospection, perhaps even an “ah ha” moment. God’s presence is so amazing and full of grace 
and possibility that truly with God, all thing are possible. Thanksgiving is followed by the First  

 Sunday of Advent. May we prepare our hearts for the birth of Light and Love! 

Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 
 

Recipe for Managing Family Isolation During the Holidays carefully  
combine the following ingredients. 
 

• 1 teenager or 20-something who knows how to assemble the recipe 
• 1 Computer monitor or TV, 27” or larger works best 
• 1 Laptop computer, tablet, or cell phone that you can hookup to the monitor or TV 
• High speed internet connection 
• Zoom or other networking app (Skype, Google Meet, WebEx, GoToMeeting, and others) 
• Infinite patience the first time you try this, particularly if you do not have a teenager to help you. 
 

Invite the family.  Consult your technical expert, i.e., “the Kid”.  Schedule your meeting.  Set a place at the 
end of the table for your guest(s) (in this case the monitor or TV).  Open the meeting.  Serve dinner.   
Enjoy.  Easily adapted for Christmas Eve, Christmas morning, Christmas dinner, or any other family  
occasion.  With a little practice it works remarkably well.   
 

We celebrated Thanksgiving yesterday with three of our children, Chris, Katie, Katie’s partner, Silas (all of 
whom have been staying with us in Galena this month), and Tim.  We connected remotely with Tim by 
Zoom.  With a 27” monitor, there he was, nearly life-size, sitting at the end of the table.  After a few minutes 
it seemed so real that I think most of us stopped thinking of it as a screen.  It was just as if he was there.  Try 
it for Christmas and other family gatherings.  Since we only had one guest online, the Zoom call was free and 
unlimited.  If you have more than one guest online, a 40-minute limit applies for free calls.  You can get 
around that with a subscription.  Probably worth every penny if you have a large family.  Other similar  
services work in much the same manner.  

 

Notes …from Charlene  … In this Thanksgiving week, I give thanks for my contribution to our 
team for I receive the gift of “staying in touch”. Reach out to someone you’ve not spoken to in a while. 
We do miss seeing each other face to face however, in conversations with our members, I’m finding that 
most would be uncomfortable attending services in our building at this time. The more we can hold our 
church family close, the better  it feels, whether it’s by phone calls or notes.   
We really are all in this together.  

Update from the County ...from Jay     County hits 1,000 COVID cases 
• As of Monday, Nov. 23, Jo Daviess County reported 1,009 COVID-19 cases since the spring. There were 

56 new cases over the weekend.  
• Approximately 850 of those cases are recovered.  
• There have been 14 deaths since the start of the pandemic. 
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