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Galena United Methodist Church 
November 28, 2021  10:30 am  

“Making Room (Hope)” 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
We Gather in the Spirit 

 
Prelude 

Come, You Long-Expected Jesus   UMH #196    

 Words: Charles Wesley/Tune: Hyfrydol 
Liturgist: Pat Bull 

Greeter: Lonna McDermott  
 *Please stand as possible, body &/or Spirit 

 

Welcoming and Announcements 
 

We Open the Door (Threshold Moment) 
“Hope Waits for Us at Advent” original song by Amanda Udis-Kessler 

The pandemic has laid bare, and widened, economic disparity locally and globally.  
As we enter the Advent season, how can our church become a house where the Holy will be born 
anew–offering respite, sustenance and care, opening the doors ever wider to those seeking shelter 
from the onslaught of life? No one church can do it all, but each can do something. As we study the 
biblical prophets that call us to care for our neighbors and “make room in the inn,” the lonely and 
frightened spaces within us are filled with the light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 
 

Hope waits for us at Advent 
Hope waits for us to trust. 

Hope waits for our commitment 
to a land that’s kind and just. 

In this time of preparation 
for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 

that heals the ones in pain. 
Hope is born in us again! 

 
Today we offer the Light of Hope to illumine the Door of Welcome.  
May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church. 

May Hope awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality. 
There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 

 
Hope waits for us at Advent 
Hope waits for us to trust. 

Hope waits for our commitment 
to a land that’s kind and just. 

In this time of preparation 
for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 

that heals the ones in pain. 
Hope is born in us again! 
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The Peace 
The Hope of Christ be with you!   And also with you! 

 

Opening Hymn 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” UMH 203   by James Montgomery (1821) copyright: Public Domain 

 
Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

 
Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 

He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong. 

 
To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in His sight. 
Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 

 
He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 

Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 
Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 

 
The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 

His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love. 
Hail to the Lord's anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 

 

We Hear God’s Word  
 

:First Reading  Jeremiah 33: 14-16 (CEB) 

 
The time is coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill my gracious promise with the people of Israel 

and Judah. In those days and at that time, I will raise up a righteous branch from David s line, who will 

do what is just and right in the land. In those days, Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is what he will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.  

 

Carol: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly UMH  #229  

Words: Trans. Edith M. G. Reed, 1925/ Music Polish Carol  Harm. ©1965 Abingdon Press 

1. Infant holy, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing, Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging Angels singing, Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: 

Christ the Babe is Lord of all. 

2. Flocks were sleeping, Shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 

Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

Christ the Babe was born for you. 

https://hymnary.org/text/hail_to_the_lords_anointed#instances
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:Second Reading  Psalm 25: 4-5 (CEB) 

 
Make your ways known to me, Lord; 
teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth—teach it to me— 
because you are the God who saves me. 
I put my hope in you all day long. 

 
Witness to the Word  Making Room  Pastor Catiana 

 

We Respond in Faith 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Prayer Song “Make of My Heart a Stable” 
Original song by Amanda Udis-Kessler 

 
All Sing: Make of my heart a stable, 

a house for the holy, 
a warm and sturdy place 

for [hope] to live and grow. 
 

In this moment we open the doors of our hearts to honesty before God 
about what we’ve done and left undone that created less hope in a hurting world. 

Let us breathe out this regret…   and breathe in the life-giving, for-giving Spirit of God…  
and out again with the Peace of Christ…  

 
Make of my life a stable, 

a house for the holy, 
a warm and sturdy place 

for [hope] to live and grow. 
 

In this moment we open the doors of our lives to the call of the Spirit, 
inviting us to become more than we can ask or imagine. 

Let us breathe out our fear…  
  and breathe in the courage of the Spirit of God… and out again, with the Peace of Christ…  

 
Make of our church a stable, 

a house for the holy, 
a warm and sturdy place 

for [hope] to live and grow. 
 

In this moment we open the doors of this church, filling it with 
the compassion of Christ for all those who are struggling. We remember and pray for…  

 
We pray this in the form closest to your heart as we pray  

 in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray: 
Prayer of Jesus:   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen. FROM THE RITUAL OF THE FORMER METHODIST CHURCH 
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 A Story of Innkeeping: Offering 
 
 

There is a wooden box at the back of the sanctuary provided for your giving or 

 you may donate by mail or electronic giving through your bank.  

Together, we spread the gospel of peace and encourage cooperation locally, in the United States and globally. 

 

“Change for the Better” UMCOR DISASTER RESPONSE 

Give to UMCOR – Where Most Needed 

Compelled by Christ…As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United  Methodist Church, the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief assists United Methodists and churches to become involved globally in 

direct ministry to persons in need. United States Disaster Response and International Disaster Response 

(if added to your tithe check, please indicate amount of donation to ministry on MEMO) 

 

Through Advent- RIP Medical Debt Relief Program/Fundraising Campaign 

$1 equals $100 in Debt Relief for the poorest. 

 

*Singing our Thanksgiving       Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH #94 Words: Thomas Ken, 

1674; adapt. By Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978/Music: Geistlich Kirchengesangen, 1823;harm. By Vaughn Williams 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;Praise God all creatures here  below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

… 

*Prayer of Dedication 

To a world full of pain and broken relationships, we offer these gifts and the openness of our hearts, 

to be a compassionate community for all. Amen. 
 

We Go Forth in God’s Spirit 

 
Closing Carol  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH 230 Brooks Phillips, 1868 

Each week of this series we will close out with a Christmas Carol. Yes, Advent is not yet the birth of 
Christ. However, as we prepare our homes and this house for the Holy, we live in the “already and 
not yet.” We already know “the rest of the story” AND YET we have not seen the fulfillment of a time 
when suffering ends. oday we sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” a carol written by Phillips Brooks in 
1865 after a horseback ride between Jerusalem and Bethlehem on Christmas Eve. 
An original verse not included in our hymnals is especially poignant for our theme: 

 
“Where children pure and happy Pray to the blessed Child, 
Where misery cries out to thee, Son of the Mother mild; 

Where charity stands watching And faith holds wide the door, 
The dark night wakes, the glory breaks, And Christmas comes once more.” 

w 
Let us remember that it was in a little and unassuming town here the Holy was housed. 

We too can offer light & hope and a place where “faith holds wide the door,” 
even and especially in our little town. 

 
 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH 230 Brooks Phillips, 1868 

Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
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For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above 

While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wondering love 

Oh morning stars together, proclaim thy holy birth. 

And praises sing to God the king, and peace to men on earth. 

 

Oh little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
Benediction and Sending Forth 

 
Postlude   Cody Clayton, Pianist 

 

O Come, O Come Emanuel  UMH #211 Tune: 15th Century French 
People, Look East  UMH 202 Words: Eleanor Farjeon, 1928/Music: Trad. French Carol 

 
 

 

Music reproduced by permission: Streaming licenses added. OneLicense.net #A7029009; CCLI License A #11409969;; 

United Methodist Hymnal Copyright: © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; The Faith We Sing © 2000 by 

Abingdon Press; Worship & Song © 2011 by Abingdon Press; & Common English Bible (CEB); Seasons of the Spirit 

RCL B 2021- Used & adapted by permission; Benediction- Bread for the Journey- Ruth Duck; Africana Worship Book for 

Year B, Valerie Bridgeman Davis and Safiyah Fosua, eds., (Discipleship Resources, 2007), 73.; Prayer Song: Stepping In 

Words/Music by Christopher Grundy; Piano Arr: Cathy Chamblee; Worship Design Studio; Permission granted 

Worshipdesignstudio.com/theInn 

 

 

 

DATE LITURGIST GREETERS COFFEE HOST 

December 5       2nd Advent Dittmar Family Dittmar Family  

December 12     3rd Advent Holcomb Family Holcomb FamilyDecember  

December 19     4th Advent Jay Dickerson Suzanne Sproule  

December 24 Christmas Eve    

December 26 Dale Henze Dave & Annie Silaggi  

January 2 Julie Eggleston Lonna McDermottet  

 
 
BIRTHDAYS: DECEMBER 

1      Annie Silaggi 

13    Joy (Lieb) Whitt 

13    Larry Cook 

18    David Biegon 
 

Items are replenished as needed by 

the youth and their families. Here are some ideas you may 

collect for the Sunshine Box: mouthwash, dental floss, razors, 

shaving cream, tooth paste, body wash, feminine products, baby 

wipes, body lotion face wash, granola bars, crackers, juice boxes, 

canned fruit, Clorox wipes, kitchen sponges, dish detergent, 

garbage bags, ziplock bags, glass cleaner. 
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Special Church Conference for Galena United Methodist Church on Sunday, December 5, 

2021, after worship service with Rev. Catiana McKay as the Presiding Elder. The sole 

agenda item is to approve or disapprove the Boy Scouts of America plan of reorganization and 

give authority to the chair of the board of trustees to execute the plan ballot document. Minutes 

of the meeting will be taken, and a copy turned into the district office. 

 
Dear Church Family, 

 

As most of you know in years past we have partnered with First 

Community Bank to support less fortunate children and seniors and  in our 

community. 

 

Once again, this year due to  Covid 19 concerns the program has 

changed. We are not doing our small giving tree but if you are able to 

participate, you may drop off a donation at the bank or mail a donation 

to the bank. No donation is too small so any will be appreciated.  Visa gift cards will be 

prepared  for families with  children . Or you can mail donations to me and I will send all 

donations together representing our church.  First Community also donates a large amount of 

money to support this project.  Hopefully next year will find us able to support in a more personal 

way.  But in the meantime, the need for support is great in our community.  

 

 Many thanks and blessings to you during this Christmas season. 

 Donna Wilmarth and Karen Hughes 

 

First Community Bank  % of Lavonne Ohms 

P O Box 6006, Galena, IL 61036  

 

Donna Wilmarth 312 Apache Ct.  Galena, IL 61036 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS     
Use this form (or one in the Sanctuary) to dedicate an artificial poinsettia in honor or memory 

of a loved one. Your monetary gift will help purchase an animal or animals that will provide for 

those in need through the Heifer Project International. We’ve purchased a llama, an alpaca ($150 

each), a Heifer  ($500)  and a water buffalo in the past. With a large animal order, we can fill in our order with a 

flock of chicks, ducks or geese; a hive of honeybees; a trio of rabbits; a pig; a sheep; or a 

goat. This ministry is provided through UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

Living the Beatitudes Mission Giving of our Northern Illinois Conference. Dedications will 

be published in the bulletin on December 24th  , 25th, and January 2nd.   

 

Checks may be payable to Galena UMC with a memorandum of “Poinsettia UMCOR GIFT.”  

 Place completed forms with payment in the offering Box or by mail by Dec. 21st.  

Your Name:  _________________________________  

 Total (Suggested donation $10 per dedication BUT any amount accepted.):  $________ 

CHECK ONE: 

□   In Memory of… or    □   In Honor of  ______________________________________________________ 

  From: ______________________________________________________ 

 

773/761-2500     www.ucrogerspark.org 
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PRAYERS: Joys & Concerns 
Prayers for peace and reconciliation within our country and within our world; prayers for an awareness of 

the senseless violence and gun obsession in our country and prayers that we take action through common 

sense gun legislation and open hearts. Prayers for healing from the sins of racism. May our awareness turn 

into healing action. Prayers for pandemic awareness….vaccinations for the health and well being of all and 

what we do or don't do effects the health of others.  
 

Prayers for the family & friends of former Lord of Love pastor, Rev. Dennis Hill. He passed away this week. 
Ben Allen-Stewart - Ben died peacefully with Patricia and Nick by his side. He had been ill for several weeks 
and did not respond to therapy.  He had a reoccurrence of encephalitis which he had a few years ago.  Please 
continue to hold Patricia and the family in your prayers .Patricia’s address is 1008 Third St., Galena.  
 Ben’s Memorial Celebration will be on Saturday, December 18th, 3-5 pm. 
Karen Hughes' brother, Elmer John Phillips passed away mid-November. Hold the family in prayer 
Janette Bader  is now recovering at home. Janette’s address is 6481 N. Bowden Dr., Scales Mound, IL 61075 

Ginny Carroll has been diagnosed with Acute Leukemia. Prayers as she continues her treatment in 

Madison.  Cards- 1399 S. Irish Hollow Road, Galena; Please keep Jo Lieb in your prayers-health- 2586 N. 

Windy Lane, Galena; Prayers for Julie Eggleston’s grandson, Jonah and Brooke and her great 

grandchildren, Jude and Lizbeth; Lonna‘s daughter-in-law, Cathy McDermott, is undergoing Chemo 

treatment. Hold her & the family in prayer; Ingrid’s brother, John, died as a result if a car accident near St. 

Cloud. His wife, Cora is recovering. Prayers for the Muehleip family;  Prayers for  Ingrid’s health concerns 

and for Darcy’s friends, Atron Regan-prayers for remission and for Debbie Furlong’s family on her passing. 

 
Dave & Judy’s friend, Courtney Evenode, last of family- prayers for job and home and son, Luke and 

daughter, Ella;  

Continue prayers for Mary Turner and the Turner family for the passing of Wayne, whose service was held 

Monday, Oct. 11.; Beverly DeBord’s brother, Donald Renner, died the end of Sept..  Please remember the 

DeBord -Renner family at this time;  

Pam McKinsey’s mother, Ruth Eileen Henrichs, passed away last month. Please keep Pam and her family in 

your prayers, and prayers for Pam’s sister, Melanie;  

Annie Silaggi’s mother, Alice Wyss from Monroe Wisconsin passed away recently. Prayers Appreciated. 

Continue prayers for Carolyn and Tom Grey. Address: Carolyn Grey  130 W 28th Ave. Spokane, WA 

99203; prayers for Roberta Turner's great grandson, new-born, Khyson Turner; Judy’s niece, Wendy in 

prayer for depression,  Judy’s cousin, Dean & Dave’s sister, Judy Lopez, with extreme pain from 

osteoporosis and is awaiting surgery and prayers for the Biegon’s friend, Nancy H.  

 

Hold Charlene Price in prayer for healing  (compression-fracture) following a fall; prayers for Elisa Skeeter, 

her family and neighbors; hold Lonna and her daughter, Joni in prayer for health concerns; Betty Kabara's 

health; Daniel Saben, continued prayers; Cheryl and Jim White;  Please hold Sarah and Carter in prayer as 

Sarah continues her process of healing; Pray for Sarah's brother, Bill, who has cancer. Prayers for the 

Brotheridge family as Michelle has passed away; Larry Cook and his family; Curtis Cook, Larry’s grandson; 

Lisa and Terry Prindle. 

Continued prayers for all Immigrants; victims of gun violence & all experiencing PTSD; all responders to 

tragedies in our country & around the world; prayers for the people of the United Methodist Church as we 

find a new expression of more fully living into the grace-filled ministry of our faith; Prayers for peaceful 

solutions to world issues that are too often addressed with violence; Prayers for the world and its leaders 

facing difficult decisions every day. May decisions be made with wisdom and care for the benefit of all. 
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NOVEMBER 23, 2021  RETURN REPORT from Jay Dickerson:   Updates on COVID-19 

Jo Daviess County has a high level of community transmission. According to the CDC, as of Monday, Nov. 
22, the positivity rate was 10.8%. There were 34 active cases in the county. Schools are being hit 
particularly hard. River Ridge will be going remote until Monday, Dec. 13. More than 80% of Jo Daviess 
County’s population has at least one dose, and 71.9% of the county is fully vaccinated. There is no data 
yet on those who’ve received booster shots; however, local officials recommend getting a booster. A 
friend who works at a Dubuque hospital shared that the vast, vast majority of COVID-positive cases are 
from those unvaccinated. For the rare breakthrough case, the hospital is able to send the patient home to 
recover, where they do quickly. 
The CDC recommends:  
•getting vaccinated  •getting booster shots •wearing masks in public, indoor settings 
 

Join us for 10:30 am Sunday Worship in our church 
OR livestream the service on our website 

by clicking on the "Worship with Us" tab, on our Youtube 

at Galena UMC, and on our Facebook page at Galena UMC. 

 
Galena United Methodist Church 

                Core Values:  Do no harm. Do Good. Love God. 

Our Vision:  With open hearts, open minds and open doors, we make disciples. 

Our Mission:  We will honor our long history by nurturing  

and expanding a community of disciples who love God and neighbor, 

fulfilling the gospel of peace, justice, mercy, and servant ministry. 

 

Affiliated with the Reconciling Ministries Network 

“We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community 

equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, 

gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, physical and 

mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, and 

social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, economic, and 

political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge                                                                       

to stand in solidarity with all who are marginalized and oppressed.” 

Pastor: Rev. Catiana McKay    Ministers: The Congregation 

Digital Ministry: Rodrigo Marin     Piano/Organ: Cody Clayton  Choir Director: Pam 

McKinsey Liturgist:  Pat Bull    Greeter:  Lonna McDermott     Hand Bell Choir: Meg Gibbs 

Pastor: Rev. Catiana McKay         catiana.mckay@gmail.com                 Cell:     630-935-3312 

        Visit us at: www.galenaumc.org         Office:  gumc0192@gmail.com      815-777-0192                              

www.facebool.com/galenaumc      Conference Website: www.umcnic.org  
 

AS A MEMBER OF ANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OR MOST MAINLINE DENOMINATION, YOU ARE A MEMBER OF THE 
FOLLOWING FAITH WITNESS, SERVICE & PEACE ORGANIZATION. 

  

www.oikoumene.org            
WORLD COUNCIL   
     OF CHURCHES 

www.nccusa.org 
NATIONAL COUNCIL   

OF CHURCHES  

www.ilconfchurches.org  
ILLINOIS CONFERENCE   
OF CHURCHES  

worldmethodistconference.com  
WORLD METHODIST  
CONFERENCE   

 

http://www.galenaumc.org/
http://www.facebool.com/galenaumc
http://www.umcnic.org/
https://worldmethodistconference.com/
https://worldmethodistconference.com/

