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July 14  -  6 p.m. 
Shelter at Faith UMC, Freeport 

Picnic Supper & Awards 
 
Join us as we gather again after a long time for a 
picnic supper at the Shelter at Faith UMC, 1440 S. 
Walnut, Freeport.  Bring your own picnic meal and 
beverage.  Some picnic tables are available, but you 
are encouraged to bring your own lawn chair.  The 
District Team will provide dessert.  We will honor 
Covid safety practices.   
 
Following the meals, we will present the awards for 
Mission Today, 5 Star Giving,  
 
Flyer and registration form attached.  Please 
register by July 5th so we know how many to plan 
for.   
 

* * * * * 
 

Pastors/Church Offices:  Please print out 

this newsletter for others in your unit 

who do not have email.  Thanks! 

From our President 
Karen Messley 

 
Spring is here!  What a blessing!  
This has been such a long year 
filled for many with isolation, 
inability to worship in person, 

and, for some, illness.  As we see the pandemic 
winding down (hopefully to stay) and our lives 
opening up to being with family and friends, we 
thank God for what was, is and will be. 
 
I know that there are several units that are 
considering becoming inactive, or that have already 
become inactive.  Be sure to contact me 
(karen@messley.com) if your unit is considering 
this.  There are specific steps that must be adhered 
to. 
 
I was so pleased to see many of you at our Spiritual 

Growth meeting “What?  Me Worry?”  Playing off 

of Jane Rubietta’s message, we are all members of 

United Methodist Women, but many of us have 

found ourselves dis-membered through the 

pandemic as we have been unable to physically 

come together as a group.  We are now ready to 

re-member as we come back in community.  It is 

time for us to be in the presence of one another!  

Rockford District will be having a Picnic Supper on 

Wednesday, July 14th.  It is time for us to meet 

together.  More details follow.  It is truly time for 

us to become a community of women whose 

purpose is to know God and to experience freedom 

as whole persons through Jesus Christ. 

Rockford District 

News 

 

mailto:umwrockforddistrictnewsnic@gmail.com
mailto:karen@messley.com
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July 23 – 24 is Mission u.  There are two 
outstanding studies:  Bearing Witness in the Kin-
dom: Living into the Church’s Moral Witness 
through Radical Discipleship and Pushout: The 
Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools.  This will 
be a virtual, one study experience.  Both studies 
will be offered again later this year so you will be 
able to do both. 
 
This is such a time of change for all of us.  Masks, 
social distancing, vaccine status – so many factors 
influencing how we can come together.  May we 
soon be in one another’s presence as we worship 
our Lord with thanks for the science that has 
brought us to this place in the pandemic. 
 
Blessings to all,  Karen 
     
815-282-5197      karen@messley.com 
 
 
 

 From our Vice-President 
Joella Warner 

 

Thanks to the ten of you who 
sent in evaluation responses for 
the Spiritual Renewal Day.  It 
seems that even thought we all 

worry, we found that worrying does not 
accomplish much.  Some remarks that were 
appreciated are: “Peace is the opposite of worry” 
and “Re-member; Re-Move; Re-Joice” as ways to 
get back into a life of less worry. 
 
Comments from the ‘What was missing?’ section 
show a desire for us to come back together in 
person.  See the information about doing that in 
other sections of this Newsletter. 
 

  

Assembly May 2022 

 
From our Treasurer 

Sherry Marc 
 
As of April 2021, we have 
collected a total of $4,170.00. 

Each year as you are reviewing your unit’s goals, let 
me encourage you to look at new opportunities to 
reach your 5 Star Giving Goals.  Our District Pledge 
goes on to serve many organizations throughout 
the world. 
As a District, we continue to move forward with 
our Mission Giving.  I feel it’s been a treasure to 
find innovative ways through virtual events to fulfill 
our pledges throughout the past year and 
continuing into 2021.  But I believe with God’s help, 
together we will be blessed.  
 
In 2020, the Rockford District has had great 
support, even during a challenging year of Covid, 
and many units will be receiving their 5 star Giving 
awards.  Thank you for your dedication to Mission 
Giving.  I will continue to share with you that the 5 
Star Giving includes Pledge to Mission, Special 
Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission, Gift to 
Memory and World Thank Offering as well as any 
Supplementary Gift Giving. 
 
815-483-5530     sherrymarc675@gmail.com 
  

 

 From our Mission Resource 
Joy Hayag 

 
You can still get in your 2020 Mission 
Today forms, Green unit forms, and 
2020 Reading Program forms to Joy.  
Please do this by June 15th. 

 
Joy’s address is 319 S. Bridge St., Rockton, IL 61072. 
 
815-713-8455       Joyhayag19@hotmail.com 

mailto:dketzel@msn.com
mailto:sherrymarc675@gmail.com
mailto:Joyhayag19@hotmail.com
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Social Action 
Linda Truckenmiller-Krum 

 
Our focus shifts for the 2021-24 
Quadrennium to “Just Energy for 
All” and “Interrupting the 

School-to-Prison Pipeline. 
 

In a recent issue of the Response Magazine, Editor 
Tara Barnes, reminds us of the words of Martin 
Luther King Jr., “True peace is not merely the 
absence of tension, it is the presence of justice.” 
 

(Climate Justice: What we’re fighting for now is 
each other        Wen Stephenson) 
 

Sometimes we become overwhelmed with the task 
of reducing our National footprint of fossil fuel 
usage. Writing letters to the companies who mine 
the fuels seems futile as they are looking to keep 
their business solvent and their profits great. 
Contacting your legislative officials, at all levels, can 
produce results, as they can require governmental 
buildings to use renewable energy sources. Also, 
legislatures can reduce or eliminate subsidies/tax 
breaks they give to fossil fuel corporations. 
Pressure on legislatures, at all levels, can also 
refuse the right-of-way to pipelines being buried.  
Keep in mind that for every corporation that closes, 
a new one can be created. 
 

Aside from petitioning your legislators, what can 
you do in your everyday existence? Actions where 
you can take control? Eliminate products, in your 
home, composed of fossil fuel. Purchase textiles 
made of natural fabrics including: cotton, wool, flax 
(linen), silk, ramie, bamboo, hemp, jute, or leather. 
These are all fabrics that will naturally decompose. 
Not only do the polyesters, acrylics, spandex, 
nylons, vinyl, and other man-made materials not 
naturally disintegrate, but also, they release toxins, 
from processing, into the soil and washing/laundry 
waters, which, in turn pollute the soil. Refuse to 
buy products in single-use plastic containers. 
(Write to the companies asking if they can be more 

environmentally friendly by creating alternative 
packaging.) Stop buying plastic dinnerware 
whether it’s utensils, drinking cups, or plates. 
Interestingly, an endocrinologist recently warned 
of the dangers of drinking hot beverages out of any 
plastic container or through plastic straws. The 
heat of the beverage/food breaks down toxins in 
the plastic, which are consequentially ingested, 
causing health issues. And, of course, refuse the 
plastic bag for purchases made from any food store 
or retailer. 
 

(Caste: The Origins of our Discontent     Isabel 
Wilkerson) 
 

As long as racism is 
allowed to systematically 
permeate our society, it is 
a major challenge to 
eliminate the school to 
prison pipeline. 

Read…read…read. People of color are writing 
books documenting the behaviors they have 
suffered over generations. Listen to their stories. 
There is no excuse to have “no idea.” White 
America has “done” this to them. It is white 
America who has to open the doors and welcome 
them through. As Christian women, who try to 
replicate the welcome that Jesus offered to 
everyone he met, collectively, we can do this. Our 
resistance to the white nationalists is especially 
important now. They are not the example of God’s 
kin-dom(Spiritual Growth study for Mission U) we 
need to duplicate.  
 

Because we are members of the United Methodist 
Women, we are transformed through Christ and 
are called to build a world in which women, 
children, and youth thrive. And, while the needs of 
the world and church may be shifting, the 
foundation of the work of Women organized for 
mission continues to be education, faith-driven 
service and advocacy, spiritual growth, leadership 
development, and fundraising. In the spirit of 
Christ, life isn’t about how much you have, but 



May-June 2021     page 2 
 

 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:FAITH · HOPE · LOVE IN ACTION 
 

about how much you give. Let us open our hearts 
to the poor, ask for strength to fight injustice, and 
use our minds to think wisely while our hands offer 
willingness to help. 
Web sites where you can learn more on these 
issues: 
 unitedmethodistwomen.org/action 
 unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 
 
815-233-5276       mslstk@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Spiritual Growth 
Bonnie Davies 

 
In April Jane Rubietta led us in a 
ZOOM gathering on finding peace in 
our anxious world. July 23 and 24 we 

will continue re-mote learning at mission u 
Be sure to register for one of two options. 
"BEARING WITNESS IN THE KIN-DOM Will be the 
spiritual growth option. 
 
815-275-0375            revmom43@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Nominations 
Laura Werner 

 
As we transition into the new 
Prairie North District, we are 
seeking your help in filling the 

following positions on the District Leadership Team 
for 2022:  President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Communications and Nominations.  
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  Please contact me (Laura) 
if you have suggestions for new persons for district 
leadership. 
 

815-276-5773              jaylaura6@gmail.com 
 

Commuications 
Coralee Hardwick 

 
I’ve been working to be sure that 
every church in our district 
receives our email newsletters.  

The newsletters go to individuals addresses AND 
churches and pastors.  Want to receive the 
newsletter?  Email me to address below: 
  
Facebook page - United Methodist Women - 
Rockford District - UMC NIC 
 
815-985-2699                 umwrkfddistnic@gmail.com 
 
 

 

OUR DISTRICT MISSION TEAM for 2021 
 

President 
Karen Messley    815-282-5197 
President         karen@messley.com 

Vice-President 
Joella Warner    815-222-2101 
Vice-President   joellarnmat@aol.com 

Secretary 
Lynette Thomson   815-232-2009 
District Secretary           thomson2520@comcast.net 

Treasurer 
Sherry Marc     815-483-5530 
Treasurer     sherrymarc675@gmail.com 

Mission Resource 
Joy D. Hayag                              815-713-8455 
Mission Resource      Joyhayag19@hotmail.com 

Communications 
Coralee Hardwick      815-985-2699 
Communications               umwrkfddistnic@gmail.com 

Social Action 
Linda Truckenmiller-Krum               815-233-5276 
Social Action       mslstk@yahoo.com 

Spiritual Growth 
Bonnie Davies    815-275-0375 
Spiritual Growth           revmom43@gmail.com 

Nominations 
Laura Werner    815-276-5773 
Nominations              jaylaura6@gmail.com 

 

mailto:mslstk@yahoo.com
mailto:revmom43@gmail.com
mailto:jaylaura6@gmail.com
mailto:umwrkfddistnic@gmail.com
mailto:dketzel@msn.com
mailto:joellarnmat@aol.com
mailto:thomson2520@comcast.net
mailto:sherrymarc675@gmail.com
mailto:Joyhayag19@hotmail.com
mailto:umwrockforddistrictnewsnic@gmail.com
mailto:mslstk@yahoo.com
mailto:revmom43@gmail.com
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2021 UMW Day of Giving 
 

 

Marilyn Steenwyck, our Conference Legacy 
Coordinator, wanted this shared with all of our 
units: 
 

"Hello All, 
  

Thank you all for a very successful Day of Giving 
Live Event on March 23rd!  We appreciate the 
efforts each of you made towards making Day of 
Giving 2021 a success. Besides the many who 
participated and joined us on that day for the 6+ 
hours of live programming, now over 4,500  have 
viewed the recording of the event through the 
UMW Facebook page. We feel blessed to have been 
able to share with you the highlights of the UMW 
work.  We are also excited to share with you the 
2021 Day of Giving total of $303,224.  
 

2021 truly is Our Year of Hope! 
 

With appreciation, 

Kenya  

Kenya Roberts, CFRE 
Executive for Development Management 

 
 

Please remember 
our Legacy Fund.  

Give at 
unitedmethodistwo
men.org/legacyfund 

 
 

2021 Mission u 
 

Northern Illinois Conference 
United Methodist Women 

 

JULY 23 (7 – 9 PM) & 
JULY 24 (9 AM – 4 PM) 

 

At our upcoming virtual Mission u, we will examine 
how we as God’s people can deepen our moral 
witness and respond faithfully, and the culture of 
violence that impacts children in and out of 
schools. 
  

Our 2021 Mission u will offer the following studies: 
  
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in  
Schools by Monique Morris  

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living into 
the Church’s Moral Witness Through Radical 
Discipleship by Darryl W. Stephens (English, 
Korean, Spanish)  
 
Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of 
Violence: A Curriculum for Youth by Jay Godfrey  
 
Responding to Violence: A Curriculum for 
Children by Sue Raymond  
 

Registration will be available soon, mark your 
calendars and be ready for another great UMW 
event, to remember who we are and why we are 
still going strong. 

 

 

Do you use the response magazine? 



May-June 2021     page 2 
 

 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:FAITH · HOPE · LOVE IN ACTION 
 

 

Links/Attachments in this email 
 

 July 14th Rockford District Picnic Supper & Awards 
 July 2021 Mission u flyer  
 How to become an ‘inactive’ unit 
 NIC Mission Challenge – Fill the Truck 
  

 

 

 

 
 

Fall Annual Meeting 
September 18, 2021 

Our last meeting as the Rockford District 
 

Details still being worked out.  Be watching 
for more information and a location!  Save 
the date!! 

 
 

New UMW video 
Check out at:   

 

 
 
 

Assembly 2022 
 is coming 
May 2022,  

Orlando, Florida 
Be watching for more    

details. 
 
 

 
 
 

Considering becoming “Inactive” 
 

Several units are struggling with such a decision.  
Attached is a guideline if your unit is thinking about 
becoming “inactive”.  The Book of Discipline states 
that all United Methodist Churches shall have a 
United Methodist Women’s unit, but there are 
times when age, illness, and lack of resources cause 
a unit to consider inactivity.  Please read the 
enclosed.  The Conference and National UMW are 
working on more guidelines for this issue. 

   
 
 

Our Purpose 
United Methodist Women shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and 
to expand concepts of mission through participation in 
the global ministries of the church.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bO6nkEz8bJw&list=

PL2VGSklV9zE7_FnF_Fc1dFXiBnTJSHG3r&index=1 

 



 

 

 


