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Weekly Update … from Dale  

The Theology of Toilet Paper 
       Whether you like it or not, the Coronavirus will not reveal your 
strengths, but will almost certainly expose your weaknesses. It will test 
you and challenge you and if you are willing to listen, show you where 
you have put your hope. Here are three common reactions to what is 
going on now, in the context of toilet paper of all things, but hopefully 
you will see how it can apply to almost any area of our lives. 
       Fear or panic:  Corona virus is coming. We only have a week of toi-
let paper left. I had better drop everything and rush to the supermar-
ket. 
       Greed or Hoarding:  Thank God I got here early. There are still four 
packets of toilet paper left. I had better buy all four, 
       Judgement or Sneering:  Look at all those stupid people who think 
that toilet paper is running out. I trust in God and I know he will always 
provide.  

Notes …from Charlene  … Let us continue our phone calls and notes.  “Staying in 
touch” truly blesses both the giver and the receiver especially in this time of pandemic.  Hold 
our church family close.  We are all in this together.  

A theology of toilet paper 
Months ago we could not have imagined we would have been discussing the theology of toilet paper.  
As you can see, even toilet paper (or the lack of it) can reveal our heart.  
Which leads me to an interesting analogy I ran across recently that left me thinking….. 
       You are holding a cup of coffee and someone comes along and bumps into you or shakes your arm, 
making you spill your coffee everywhere.  Why did you spill the coffee? “Well, because someone shook 
me, of course!” While that would be the initial response for most of us, it’s the wrong answer. 
       You spilled the coffee because coffee was in the cup. If tea had been in it, you would have spilled 
tea. Whatever was inside the cup is what will come out. 
       Therefore, when life comes along and shakes you (which will happen whether through Corona-
virus, or toilet paper shortages) whatever is inside of your heart will come out.  So, we must ask our-
selves, “What’s in my cup?” When life gets tough, what spills over? Love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness? Or fear, panic, greed, and judgment?  And let’s be clear, we will definitely get shaken. 
       No matter what is spilling out of your heart at the moment, or how much toilet paper you have 
hoarded to wipe it up with, it might be worth taking a moment and asking yourself, “What’s in my cup 
today?” 

If you bought 30 rolls of toilet paper, you owe 3 to the church!   

Tithing has not been cancelled!!!! 
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana 
Dear Friends…family may better describe us. It’s hard to imagine that we are almost half way into 2021. A 
bit of me is still waiting for 2020 to reveal itself. That’s one to place in the past but one to examine for what  
we came to understand about ourselves during this time of mutual fear, change, and new beginnings.  
May 2021 bring us to new understanding of our internnectedness and Joy as people of faith! 

Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Update from the County ...from Jay    
 From this week’s Galena Gazette: The Jo Daviess County Board of Health received a positive re-
port from director of clinical services Lori Stangl at its Wednesday, May 5 meeting.  
Stangl reported there had only been eight reported cases since April 30, a trend she hopes will con-
tinue.  
“Cases this week are less than they have been. They had been going up, but now they seem to be 
trending down,” said Stangl. “We hope that it stays in that direction.” 
Stangl said she is finding that contact tracing has become more challenging lately as people aren’t 
being as cooperative or aren’t responding to the calls from the health department.  
“People aren’t responding to our contact tracing program,” said Stangl. “We are going to keep trying 
as some people are still doing good and following it.” 
Stangl said people have been unresponsive on health indicators that are sent via text or phone to 
check on their health and to ensure they aren’t spreading the virus.  
Cases that involve school children are different. People are proactive in taking the necessary pre-
cautions as schools won’t let students in until they have completed the necessary protocols.  
Stangl reported there were 114 individuals in quarantine as of the meeting date, however, that was 
primarily due to the cases involving students, which impacts more contacts.  
County vaccine numbers are also trending up.  “As of today, 92.6 percent of 65 and older are fully 
vaccinated,” said Stangl. “61.3 percent of 18 or older are vaccinated in the county.” 
Stangl said it is important to look at the data on the CDC website rather than through the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health as IDPH is unable to receive data across state lines. 
Stangl believes the county is towards the top in the state for vaccinations.  

 

Medical Tip of the Week ... by Dennis 
 

It is looking good out there for the summer.  BUT it is not yet time to let down your guard. 
 

We know that if you have been fully vaccinated for Covid19 you are well protected.  Real world data 
outside of the clinical trials indicates that fully vaccinated people are very unlikely to get infected, 
spread infection, be hospitalized, or die from Covid19.  The CDC advises that you will not need a 
mask outdoors for most activities but should remain masked while indoors.  See the chart in the Re-
Turn Report from last week.  Given what we know, this may be too conservative – for now.  It looks 
like we will have a good summer where we can pretty much return to our usual routines.  The cau-
tion is that this country does not have an early warning system that will warn us if and when a new, 
resistant variant enters the country.  We may not know until a new “hot spot” is detected.  By that 
time, the resistant strain could be well-established in the population putting us at risk all over 
again.  The bottom line is that until Covid19 is stamped out around the world, we remain at risk even 
though things are looking good for this summer.  We are all well advised to remain cautious and fol-
low the CDC guidance. 

 


