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Weekly Update … from Dale  
 

These sure are strange times. For over ten months, the whole country 
has been living in various forms of “lock down” because of a threaten-
ing virus. The effect on congregations has been enormous. The very 
meaning of “congregation” is to congregate – to gather, together! So, 
this has struck near the root of who we are as a church. 

Then, right in the midst of this unprecedented situation – when, per-
haps, it was just starting to ease (although that in itself might be de-
bated) – there arose a national crisis that has put people at great odds 
with one another, producing tension, fear, uncertainty, and great, 
widespread anxiety. Much conflict has been generated by both of 
these highly disturbing situations. How are we Christians to respond? 

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana  

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana    “Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands” our season after-
Epiphany prayer song, lyrics by Fred Kaan & music: Columba, an Irish folk tune, comes to mind.  

Put peace into each other’s hands and like a treasure hold it,  
protect it like a candle flame, with tenderness enfold it.  

 

Put peace into each other’s hands with loving expectation; 
      be gentle in your words and ways, in touch with God’s creation.  

Notes …from Charlene  … If you have ideas about 

how you would like to see inhouse worship  begin once 
we can do so safely, please share your thoughts with 
one of us!  “Staying in touch” continues to be the only 
good thing coming out of this pandemic. The more we 
can hold our church family close, the better  it feels, 
whether it’s by phone calls or notes. We really are all in 
this together. In conversations with our members, most 
still would be uncomfortable attending services in our 
building at this time so we continue our calls & notes!  

Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Can we find a role that will be positive and healing? “Blessed are the peacemakers,” Jesus said. But 
how might we go about that? We ask the question, “What Shall We Say?” Christians believe words 
are of crucial importance. What words should we speak? Our best advice might be to let Jesus give 
you your words. Let not the world tell you what to say, nor what not to say.                                                          
Let only Jesus “put words in your mouth”. Here’s a great place to start: “Let us love one another.” 



2 

Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 
 

It isn’t over until the fat lady sings 

We are now well into the new year.  We are all optimistic that this pandemic will end soon and we 
can emerge from our dens.  It will be over one of these days but this is not the day.  The vaccination 
effort has hit a number of speedbumps.  All of these will be addressed in due time.  But until they are 
corrected and vaccinations are on track, continue to protect yourself and your family.  Continue to 
avoid large groups, particularly indoors.  Do not dine-in at a restaurant.  Order take-out in-
stead.  Maintain your distance from others – six feet at a minimum, indoors, or out, more if you can 
manage it.  While not talked about much, this virus is spread through aerosols.  Wear your mask at all 
times indoors when others are in the room.  Take your mask with you when you venture out.  Wear it 
when close to someone else, even outdoors.  Even casual talking will result in the generation of drop-
lets and aerosols.  Wash your hands frequently throughout the day for at least 20 seconds using a lot 
of soap and water.  Make sure you get the back of your hands, between the fingers, and under the 
nails.  Use a hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available.  If you get Covid19, self-quarantine.  If 
you are exposed to Covid19, self-quarantine.   Do these things and you will have done what you can 
do to protect yourself and others. 

 

Update from the County ...from Jay     

The Jo Daviess County Health Department has some more specifics on the vaccine phases. 
 Phase 1A, complete this week: 
Health care workers, EMTs 
 

Phase 1B, just starting:  
•Those 65 and older; 
•first responders: firefighters, law enforcement officers, 911 dispatch, security personnel and school 
officers;  
•corrections officers/inmates: jail officers, juvenile facility staff, workers providing in-person support, 
inmates;  
•food and agriculture workers: processing, plants, veterinary health, livestock services and animal 
care; 
•postal service workers; 
•manufacturing workers: industrial production of goods for distribution to retail, wholesale or other 
manufacturers; 
•grocery store workers: baggers, cashiers, stockers, pick-up and customer service; 
•public transit workers: flight crew, bus drivers, train conductors, taxi drivers, para-transit drivers, in-
person support and ride sharing services; 
•education: teachers, principals, student support, student aids and day care workers; 
•shelters/adult day care: homeless shelter, women’s shelter, adult day/drop in program, sheltered 
workshop and psycho-social rehab.  
 

 How does it work: 
•Registration should be available for 1B on the Jo Daviess County Health Department web-
site, jodaviess.org/health. 
•Police and firefighters will be the first vaccinated in phase 1B. 
•Phase 1C specifics should be announced by the department in the coming weeks. 

 

http://jodaviess.org/health

