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Pastor Catiana McKay 

Weekly Update … from Dale        

 It is difficult to imagine, but the “reopening committee” has now 
met for the past seventeen weeks…..  and we are getting along 
famously!!!  Maybe there is something to this social distanc-
ing!!?!?!? Just kidding……..  .but we too realize that there likely 
are some tougher decisions awaiting us.  
As most are already aware, we are approaching our reopening 
with a "soft launch" next Sunday, September 20th with confirma-
tion Sunday at a shelter house at Recreation Park.  We will, of 
course, be following all safety precautions to keep our church 
family healthy (masking, social distancing, meeting outdoors, 
etc.).  Please see other portions of this report for information 
about registering attendance and other details concerning Sun-
day’s service.  Please know that the service will also be available  

Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 
 
Refer to FAQ page 1 for more detailed answer 

 

Is the Covid19 virus spread through the air as an aerosol?  Should I be worried about the 
outdoor Confirmation service this Sunday? 
 

This is an active area of research.  Until we know one way or the other, it is best to assume 
that Covid 19 is spread through aerosols and to avoid closed spaces with large groups of peo-
ple who are in close contact talking, singing, etc.  See the lead article in this week's FAQ for a 
more in depth look and some advice for attending the outdoor Confirmation service in Rec 
Park this Sunday.  If everyone follows precautions, attending this outdoor service should be 
low-risk. 

virtually for those who are uncomfortable and/or unable to attend. 
We have a building, we love our building, it is a beautiful building: grand, historic, and im-

portant in our tradition.  But ultimately the church is a people bound to a vision.  That is the 

most important thing that we must not lose through this time when some of our folks are 

worshipping in person and some are worshipping in other ways, including online." 

As we continue to struggle with all that this virus entails,  
we offer this as your thought for this week……… 

“A smooth sea never made a skilled sailor.” 
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana    
                                    

Friends, I hope you’re looking forward to our Recreation Park Confirmation Worship service, this Sunday, 
September 20th at 11 AM. What a joy to be recognizing and celebrating the work and commitment of  
Emma Blaum, Ruby Dickerson, and Brooke Dittmar to their faith. Confirmation isn’t just a personal rite but 
involves the families of the confirmands and the entire congregation who are commended to “Do all in 
your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love”(The UM Hymnal, p.43). 
As has been previously shared, we will take all safety precaution's in our preparation for you. However, 

we will be zooming the service live and will record the service for your viewing. We want you to make a 

comfortable and safe choice for your needs.   Our confirmands:  

        Emma Blaum, daughter of Alaina and Matt Blaum 

                                          Ruby Dickerson, daughter of Hillary & Jay Dickerson 

                                           Brooke Dittmar, daughter of B’Ann and Dan 

We have reserved the Grey-Eagle Pavilion #128 at Recreation Park.   All safety precautions will be taken. 

Spacing for family units or individuals will be marked & sanitized. You may bring your lawn chairs. We will 

have a few.  We invite you to call the office, the pastor, email with reservations, or register online. We will 

record the service and provide zoom for those who prefer to view from home.   

Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 

Notes …from Charlene  … I’m finding that “staying in touch” seems to be the only good  
thing coming out of this pandemic. The more we can hold our church family close, the better  
 it feels, whether it’s by phone calls or notes.  We really are all in this together.  

“live”  submitted by Judy B from the UMW Response Magazine Jul/Aug 20 

PROMPTING US TO ACT | “The Bible shows us how people experienced anxiety—even as they car-
ried out God’s plan. Moses did not willingly go to confront Pharaoh. He thought himself unworthy; 
he did not have the gift of speech to advocate for the release of the children of Israel from slavery in 
Egypt (Exodus 3-4). Esther, in her quest to stop the genocide of her people, declared that she would 
petition the king—even if it meant that she would die as well (Esther 4). Nehemiah returned to re-
build Jerusalem and faced taunting and harassment from his enemies (Nehemiah 4). Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, was puzzled when the angel told her that she would bear a son (Luke 1).  
“Anxiety is not always something to be feared or overcome; it can help us get things done. That 

sense of foreboding, of having something hanging over our heads to complete—such as a research 

paper—can provide us with energy to think quickly and accomplish or solve something. We may 

have an inner sense of anxiety when we observe something that is wrong or another person being 

treated poorly, thereby prompting us to act on this person’s behalf.”  

Managing Anxiety Youth study by Trudy Rankin and Faye Wilson United Methodist Women (2020) 

Update …. from Jay 

Social distancing recommendations remain in place—and I’m looking forward to Sunday!!  


