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Galena UMC 
Recovery & ReTurn Report 

February 17, 2021  Week #35 

Galena’s  

ReTurn Team 
Dale Henze – Chair 

Dennis Irwin   

Charlene Price  

Patricia Allen–Stewart 

Bill & Sherry Marc 

Jay & Hillary Dickerson  

Dave & Judy Biegon 

Karen Hughes 

Darcy Muehliep 

Pastor Catiana McKay 

Weekly Update … from Dale    

Churches across the country are having serious conversa-
tions about when and how to reopen their facilities. They are 
wrestling with decisions that can’t always be neatly categorized 
as good or evil. They feel pressure from within and without. 

The pandemic has been politicized by state and federal officials 
and has trickled down to the pews in partisan ways. Churches 
feel those tensions in everything they do these days. When and 
how to reopen is no exception 

We believe the response to the pandemic is an opportunity to 
honor local church autonomy and not to shame churches into 
opening or staying closed. We belong to a diverse body of 
churches. There are small congregations who meet in large  

Notes …from Charlene  …  

If any of you have ideas around our future sanctuary 
worship, do let us know. “Staying in touch” continues 
to be the only good thing coming out of this pandemic. 
In conversations with our members, most still would be 
uncomfortable attending services in our building at this 
time. The more we can hold our church family close, 
the better  it feels, whether it’s by phone calls or notes.  
We really are all in this together. 

buildings with excellent ventilation. There are churches in areas with little or no coronavirus pres-
ence. There are family size churches of 20 people from three families. There are also large 
churches in small buildings in cities where 20% of tests for COVID-19 are positive. There are con-
gregations whose members’ average age is 82. 

Each congregation must discern the way forward with the best tools available. Prudence is wise, 
as it weighs all factors against the church’s deepest values. It is likely that when any church re-
gathers, there still will be some measure of risk to accept, even after a vaccine is widely available.  
There isn’t a one-size-fits-all response. Some churches may safely regather in full before others 
do. We are told in a thousand ways from Scripture, tradition and experience….   

                           Let love be your guide!  
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Update from the County ...from Jay     
Hartig Drug is currently working on a waiting list for vaccine administration. There is space already set up at 
the Galena location; the store just needs doses. 
 

Hartig is working on getting doses from federal, state and county resources. To join the waiting list, vis-
it hartigdrug.com/covidvaccine and find the Galena store. 
 

As of Wednesday, Feb. 17, Jo Daviess County only has 33 active cases. There are no new reported cases this 
week. In all, over the past year, there have been 1,583 reported cases and 24 deaths. More than 17,000 tests 
have been conducted in the past year.  

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana 
“Let love be your guide”. Yes, love reveals many ways to “be church”. The “chill” will be gone and the out 
doors will beckon again. I’m up for another try under the pavilion in the park. We’ve gained experience with 
recording services and are still learning but it will be delightful to imagine moving beyond zoom and reviving 
with care, face-to-face encounters. Love will be our guide in this practice of “do no harm” that we’ve made 
such a part of our lives in ways we could never have inagined. Between now, Ash Wednesday, and the pavil-
ion, we’ll walk the Lenten path with Jesus, another journey of self examination and repentance for our sepa-
ration from wholeness, with another year of possibilities! Yes! We are truly blessed! 

Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 
 

More on Masks – Four Tips for the Price of One 
• The CDC now recommends double masking for those who wear cloth 

masks or surgical-type masks (the kind you can pick up at Walmart).  The cloth masks should have 
a minimum of two layers (preferably three) so that you cannot see through the mask yet it is 
breathable.  Put on the surgical mask first and then a well-fitted cloth mask on top of it.  This 
offers protection equivalent to a KN95 or N95 mask.  If you use a KN95 or N95 mask, you should 
not double mask.  You are adequately protected already. 

• If you are lucky enough to have been fully vaccinated by now, remember, you still need to follow 
all the masking rules and social distancing.  While the vaccines have been shown to be very effec-
tive at preventing serious illness, hospitalizations, and death, they may not protect you from be-
coming infected and spreading the virus to others.  We just do not know yet.  This observation is 
similar to our experience with the seasonal influenza vaccine. 

• The FDA maintains a list of Chinese makers of KN95 masks that have been granted Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) during the Covid19 pandemic.  The list is updated periodically.  The list as of 
today, 2/16/2021, was last updated on 10/15/2020.  The list can be found at: https://
www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-
medical-devices/personal-protective-equipment-euas#respirators.  Before you buy any KN95 
masks, check the website to ensure that the manufacturer has been granted an EUA for KN95 
masks. 

• If you want to clean your masks, read my tip from two weeks ago about how to clean and safely 
reuse N95 and KN95 masks.  Other types of masks may lose effectiveness and/or breathability 
with cleaning. 
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