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Galena United Methodist Church    
August 15, 2021 

 
“Returning Home” 

Week 4  
  Liturgist: Pat Bull Pianist: Cody Clayton 
Special Music: Three Accordion Players 
Denise Stadel, Colleen Yonda, & Vicki Barclay 

 
WE GATHER 

 
Prelude    When the Poor Ones        UMH #434    Cody Clayton, Pianist 

Words & Music: J. A. Olivar & Miguel Manzano, trans. Geoge Lockwood, arr. by Alvin Schutmaat; UM Publishing House 

 

Welcome and Announcements                                   Pastor Catiana 
 

Gift of Music            The Old Rugged Cross by George Bernard Public Domain                  3 Accordionists 
 

Entering the Journey: Threshold Moment Threshold Song: Quest        
 Words & Music: Dr. Marcia McFee/Arr. by David C. Hoton  for quest series                  

1st time: Cantor      2nd time through -  All:  repeat  
 

  
 

Opening Prayer 
One:  Sojourning God, your Spirit exists everywhere, on every path, 

inviting us to move with curiosity and compassion toward each other. 
All: May we see that our home paths are the unfamiliar paths for someone else. 

One:   With renewed compassion, open our hearts for hospitality, 
so that in our welcoming, we will grow together in peace, 

expand our chances for love, 
and deepen understanding right where we are. 
All: Nudge and guide us, we pray. Amen. 
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Opening Song 
Welcome    Worship & Song #3152 Words: Laura Zelman/Music: Mark Miller  

© 2007 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Company 

  
Confession and Assurance  

One:  The shore of the Sea of Galilee was the place where Jesus called the disciples away from 
their familiar lives and roles into an adventure, a journey, that would change their lives and our world 
forever. After his crucifixion, the disciples returned there to the water–to what they knew. But can you 
imagine? It would never be the same again. And it was there that the resurrected Jesus met them 
again. He offered them comfort through hospitality–a meal of fish on the shoreline. He meets us even 
now, at these waters. Let us pray: 

All:  Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole hearts 
and have not loved our neighbors as ourselves, through what we have done and left undone. 

Forgive us when we return to the familiar in fear rather than promise. 
Forgive us when we turn inward rather than become the hosts you call us to be. 

Guide us as we seek to turn around toward greater love. 
Lead us to travel in your ways. Amen. 
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One:  Know this: Jesus’ welcome is always there…. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

All:  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  
Glory to God. Amen! 

 
Passing the Peace of Christ 

The peace of the risen Christ is with you!    And also with you! 

 

WE PROCLAIM 
Time of Unpacking  Jesus Loves Me Polka  3 Accordion Players 

 
First Reading  Psalm 36: 5-9 (NRSV) 

Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your judgments are like the great deep; 

  you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, 

    and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 

 
Music for the Journey     How Great Thou Art  by Stuart K. Hine, 1953 © Manna Music, Inc 

 
Second Reading       John 15: 1-17 (NRSV) 

“As my [Abba] has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, 
you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my [Abba’s] commandments and abide in their love. I 
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This 
is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

 
Witness to the Word Coming Home  Pastor Catiana 

 

WE RESPOND 
Reflecting on the Journey  

Song of Reflection & Prayer  “Stepping In”            by Christopher Grundy 
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Returning home is not the end of the journey. Returning to “business as usual” too quickly can rob us 
of important moments of integrating what we have experienced into our hearts and knowing what 
implications it can have for our lives…. 
 
Let’s center our hearts and reflect this morning on what this deeper look at travel as a spiritual act has 
opened for us. 

Take time with this musical prayer and then we’ll spend a few minutes journaling, either with pen to 
paper, or quietly in the recesses of our minds and hearts. 

 
Travel Journal prompts  

What feels important to remember beyond this worship series that can enrich the journey 
 of your life each day? Have you felt a shift in some attitude about the world? 

Is there something that is calling you because of this journey? 
 

Song of Reflection & Prayer  “Stepping In”            by Christopher Grundy 

There is a prayer like a wide river 

it never ends 

does not begin 

around the world it’s always flowing 

and I am stepping in, we are stepping in. 
 

We are praying for those in distant places 

different languages and faces every hour of the day, 

and we are praying with enemies and strangers 

in gratitude, in danger calling God’s ten thousand names 
 

There is a prayer like a wide river 

it never ends 

does not begin 

around the world it’s always flowing 

and I am stepping in, we are stepping in. 

   
Prayers of the People 

Includes a prayer from the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cycle for the week.  
 

Prayer is at the very heart of the ecumenical movement. Jesus prayed that we – his followers – may 
all be one. When we pray with and for one another, we can feel God’s gift of unity. 

This week’s prayers were written for Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger. 
 

Prayer of Jesus 
Our God has many names. You are invited to address God in your native language or in the form closest 

to your heart as we join in the prayer of Jesus: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen.  FROM THE RITUAL OF THE FORMER METHODIST CHURCH 

Reprise of refrain:   
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Offering our Gifts 
 

Offering Our Resources and our Energy 
We know that proclaiming resurrection and daring to follow your light that shines on our path, doesn’t mean 

that things are all OK. But it does bring us the energy we need if we are to continue to follow your Spirit of 

justice and find your ways of service. So let us continue to live generous lives. 

              There is a wooden box at the back of the sanctuary provided for your giving or you may donate by 

mail or electronic giving through your bank.  

       Together, we spread the gospel of peace and encourage cooperation locally, in the United States and 

globally.   
 

“Change for the Better”  
Mission choice this quarter, July, August, and September is  

Mujila Falls Agricultural Research Center, Zambia (#15016A)  

Addressing hunger and poverty with sustainable agriculture and leadership training. 

(if added to your tithe check, please indicate amount of donation to ministry on MEMO) 

 

 

*Singing our Thanksgiving       Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH #94 Words: 

Thomas Ken, 1674; adapt. By Gilbert H. Vieira, 1978/Music: Geistlich Kirchengesangen, 1823; 

harm. By Vaughn Williams 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
All: The riches we have received we gladly share, in pursuit of peace in the world. 

May your blessing, O God, go with these gifts, and with each of us, 

as hope across borders that would divide. Amen. 

 

WE VENTURE FORTH 
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Closing Song  The Trees of the Field    FWS #2279 Cody Clayton, Pianist  

 Words: Steffi Geiser Ruben/Music: Stuart Dauermann   (sing 3 times) 

 

You shall go out with joy, 
And be led forth with peace; 

The mountains and the hills will break forth before you ; 
There’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field will clap, will clap their hands. 

 
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 

the trees of the field will clap their hands. 
the trees of the field will clap their hands 

wile you go out with joy. 
 

Benediction  
As you move into the journey of your life, may you love the journey as a spiritual act, 

… 
And may the Creator continue your unfolding, the Christ accompany your deeper knowing, 

the Spirit enliven your growing, until one day we all gather in the Kin-dom of Love. 

 
Threshold Song: Quest        

 Words & Music: Dr. Marcia McFee/Arr. by David C. Hoton  for quest series                  
 

 
 
 

Postlude   Jesus the Light of the World      W & S #3056     Words/Music: Ken Bible & George Elderkin 

 

 
 

Music reproduced by permission: Streaming licenses added. OneLicense.net #A7029009; CCLI License A #11409969;; 

United Methodist Hymnal Copyright: © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House; The Faith We Sing © 2000 by 

Abingdon Press; Worship & Song © 2011 by Abingdon Press; & NRSV (New Revised Standard Version); Series: Quest 

by Dr. Marcia McFee's Worship Design Series. www.worshipdesignstudio.com/.Quest; Used & adapted by permission; 

For more educational materials like the video clip we showed from [URL from Rick’s website for the clip you showed], 

please visit www.ricksteves.com." 
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REFLECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Galena United Methodist Church 
By God’s grace, the Galena United Methodist Church is the Body of Christ striving 

to fulfill Christ’s Great Command to love God & love neighbor,  
& Christ’s Great Commission to make disciples. 

 

            Mission:  “Love God”  “Love Neighbor”  “Make Disciples” 
 

Affiliated with the Reconciling Ministries Network 

“We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community equally shared and 

shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression, and sexual 

orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, physical and mental ability, level of education, and 

family structure, and of every economic, immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We 

acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, 

we commit ourselves to the pursuit of justic and pledge to stand in solidarity with all                                                             

who are marginalized and oppressed.” 

Pastor: Rev. Catiana McKay    Ministers: The Congregation 
Digital Ministry: Julia Lieb     Piano/Organ: Cody Clayton Choir Director: Pam McKinsey  

Sanctuary: Karen Hughes  Technical: Dennis Irwin  
Liturgist: Pat Bull     Hand Bell Choir: Meg Gibbs 

Pastor: Rev. Catiana McKay         catiana.mckay@gmail.com                 Cell:     630-935-3312 
        Visit us at: www.galenaumc.org         Office:  gumc0192@gmail.com      815-777-0192                              

www.facebool.com/galenaumc      Conference Website: www.umcnic.org  
 

www.oikoumene.org            
WORLD COUNCIL   
    OF CHURCHES 

www.nccusa.org 
NATIONAL COUNCIL   

OF CHURCHES  

www.ilconfchurches.org  
ILLINOIS CONFERENCE   
OF CHURCHES  

worldmethodistconference.com  
World METHODIST  
CONFERENCE   
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