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Weekly Update … from Dale  

       Across the country, state governments are setting dates for re-
opening businesses and other parts of the economy in phases. What 
will church life look like during this “in-between” season? What is in-
volved with reopening the church and gathering for worship? 
       It is our hope that many church members will gain a newfound 
appreciation for gathering after this crisis passes, leading to an even-
tual increase in church attendance. Technology is a blessing for these 
times, but we all know it is insufficient. We have an inner longing to 
gather as the body of Christ. All of us are missing face-to-face interac-
tions. We may want to gather more once this season is over, not less. 
       No one should think we can just flip the lights back on and church 
will resume like before. Just as the economy is reopening in phases, 
so will our churches. We will have to get creative in how we mitigate 
the risks.  Creativity and carefulness matter as we seek to implement  

Blessings …from Pastor Catiana (Sharing today’s message from Superintendent Fabiola) 

A year ago, everything changed! Our world changed: the way we do things, how we interact with others, the way we do 

church and the way we do our daily ministries, changed. ... Today, even though there are some glimpses of "normality,” 

we are still facing uncertainty and anxiety because of the unknown in many areas, including the situation in our denomi-

nation. However, it is important to look at the future with faith, hope and joy because “Jesus Makes a Way.”  

There are many things we don’t know, but what we do know for sure is that we have a mission to fulfill. We have not been 

alone facing this pandemic, and we will not be alone in this new year. God has shown and will continue to show us God ’s 

faithfulness, guidance and love. I invite you, people of the Rockford District, to continue to be faithful and courageous 

servants of Jesus Christ. Today more than ever, the world needs to hear words of hope, assurance, reconciliation, unity 

and love, and it is our responsibility to be Jesus' instrument wherever we go. Let us always remember that "Jesus Makes 

a Way" where there seems to be no way. 

new policies and procedures.  We hope the situation improves so that we 
can scrap any terribly restrictive plan, but foresight in developing plans 
for multiple and creative scenarios will be important for the days ahead. 
       We have the chance right now to change the way we think about 
church connection and attendance. We must move beyond the “Let’s 
count how many people come and sat in the pews on a Sunday” as a 
metric for the health of our church. The pandemic reminds us that church 
health must extend to connection that goes beyond the worship service. 
        As we think through reentry into church life, let’s be wise, bold, crea-
tive, and hopeful in what we implement moving forward, as a demon-
stration of our desire to love God and serve our neighbors. 

Notes …from Charlene  … If any of you have ideas around our future sanctuary worship, do let us know. In 

conversations with our members, most still would be uncomfortable attending services in our building at this time. 
“Staying in touch” through phone calls, notes or emails, bless both the giver and the receiver especially in this time of 
pandemic. The more we can hold our church family close, the better  it feels.  We really are all in this together. 
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Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 
 

We are making progress.  Baby steps.  But progress, neverthe-
less.  Read the latest from the CDC. 
On March 8, the CDC issued guidance on what fully vaccinated people can do safely.  To be fully vac-
cinated you have had both shots of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines or a single shot of the Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine and it has been two weeks since the second shot or, in the case of the J&J vac-
cine, four weeks since your shot.  Being fully vaccinated does not mean that you are safe to do every-
thing you did before the pandemic.  You could still be a carrier of the virus and we do not know yet 
how well the vaccines protect against the new variants.  For now, even if you are fully vaccinated, for 
your safety and the safety of others around you, be careful.  The guidance from the CDC at https://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html: 

Fully vaccinated people can: 

• Visit with other fully vaccinated people indoors without wearing masks or physical distancing 

• Visit with unvaccinated people from a single household who are at low risk for severe COVID-19                      
disease indoors without wearing masks or physical distancing 

• Refrain from quarantine and testing following a known exposure if asymptomatic     
 

For now, fully vaccinated people should continue to: 

• Take precautions in public like wearing a well-fitted mask and physical distancing 

• Wear masks, practice physical distancing, and adhere to other prevention measures when visiting       
with unvaccinated people who are at increased risk for severe COVID-19 disease or who have an 
unvaccinated household member who is at increased risk for severe COVID-19 disease 

• Wear masks, maintain physical distance, and practice other prevention measures when visiting         
with unvaccinated people from multiple households 

• Avoid medium- and large-sized in-person gatherings 

• Get tested if experiencing COVID-19 symptoms 

• Follow guidance issued by individual employers 

• Follow CDC and health department travel requirements and recommendations 

 

Update from the County ...from Jay     
Jo Daviess County remains in bottom half of state for vaccination numbers  
GALENA–The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) released vaccination figures for Jo Daviess County on Monday, 
March 15.  

According to IDPH, 10.94 percent of Jo Daviess County residents have been fully vaccinated, which puts Jo Daviess 
County at 75th among the 102 counties in the state.  

There have been 6,488 doses administered and 2,338 individuals fully vaccinated in Jo Daviess County.  
The county is reporting 1,616 cases of COVID-19 in Jo Daviess County since last March, which includes an increase of 

three new cases over the weekend. 1,585 of those cases have recovered. There remains 24 deaths in the county since 
last spring due to COVID.  

According to IDPH, the 61036 zip code, which includes Galena, has had the most cases of COVID in the county with 462 
since the start of the pandemic. East Dubuque’s zip code, 61025, is second with 288. The 61085 zip code (Stockton) has 
the third-highest total in the county with 278.  

Across the border in Grant County, Wis., the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) is reporting 4,693 cases of 
COVID including 82 deaths since last spring. In the census tract that includes Kieler and Hazel Green, there have been 476 
cases with 7 deaths. In Lafayette County, DHS is reporting 1,480 cases and six deaths.  

Grant County has fully vaccinated 8,810 residents or 17.2 percent of the population. Lafayette County has put two dos-
es of the vaccine in the arms of 3,007 residents or 18.1 percent of the population.  

Dubuque County, Iowa, has reported 12,505 cases since the pandemic started with 199 deaths. 

Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html

