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Galena UMC 
Recovery & ReTurn Report 

November 4, 2020  Week #21 

Galena’s  

ReTurn Team 
Dale Henze – Chair 

Dennis Irwin   

Charlene Price  

Patricia Allen–Stewart 

Bill & Sherry Marc 

Jay & Hillary Dickerson  

Dave & Judy Biegon 

Karen Hughes 

Darcy Muehliep 

Pastor Catiana McKay 

Weekly Update … from Dale  

   Our reopening committee met again this afternoon and find our 
situation seems to be much as it has been for several weeks; in 
fact, Sherry mentioned that this was already our 21st weekly bul-
letin about our church and the virus.  One item that we need to 
mention is all of the hard work that Charlene Price is putting forth 
that is helping to keep our church family connected.  She has 
been making many weekly calls just to check in on people to be 
sure all are well.  THANK YOU CHARLENE!!!!!   Charlene has been 
asking how our people feel about reopening.  The overwhelming 
result of her question has been that her contacts are seemingly 
not ready to return to in-person worship at this time. Please 
know that we are interested in your feedback as we proceed with 
our current pandemic.  Any comments or input is appreciated.    

Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 

Refer to FAQ page 1 for more detailed answer 
 

Election Day Update on Face Masks: They work! 
  
Wear a mask whenever you leave home and are with others not in your immediate family.  If 
outdoors and no one is near you, you can take it off.  But, if indoors or outdoors with other 
people around within 10 ft or so, no breeze, or you are downwind from someone who is 
coughing, put it on and keep it on.  Beyond the obvious, there is now more to the story. Read 
this week’s Medical Question of the Week in the updated FAQ. 
  

 

Thus far we have been assuming that most of you have re-
mained in agreement with the feelings and actions of our 
committee…… we feel that It is just not safe to resume 
physically meeting inside our building at this time.  Please 
continue to worship with us virtually.  We all certainly look 
forward to being able to actually worship together, to be 
able to “embrace” one another and share worship in our 
beautiful church building.  
                     AGAIN, THANK YOU CHARLENE!!!!! 
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana  Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana     
  

The Bishop’s October 30th message speaks to the changes we are encounter-

ing. “There’s extraneous or outside change and there’s internal or spiritual 

change. Our Christian faith is nothing if not a call to change! Through Christ, 

we are changed from the inside out: the change of our hearts and minds 

through Christ. As it says in the epistle: “be ye transformed by the renewal of 

your mind” (Romans 12:1). We need to pray for the transformation and renew-

al of our minds and hearts as we face extraneous changes such as how to face 

all that is and looks unfamiliar; holidays that aren’t going to be how we’ve al-

ways spent them; whatever this federal election will bring. All the extraneous 

changes challenge us to be open to the renewal of our hearts and minds in 

Christ.”   May it be so!”  

Update from the County ...from Jay        

 GALENA–COVID-19 cases in Jo Daviess County continue to rise as the Illinois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH) announced 80 new cases since last Monday.  
Since Monday, Oct. 19, Jo Daviess County has had 171 cases reported. The total is now 591 cases 
since March.  Approximately 450 of those have recovered. 
IDPH officials also reported two additional deaths in Jo Daviess County this week, bringing the total to 
nine since the pandemic began in March.  
Jo Daviess County also remained on the state’s warning list for the third consecutive week. Dozens of 
other counties are on the list as well.  
The county has returned to tier two measures, which limits restaurants, bars, meetings, social events 
and gatherings and organized group recreational activities. 
In addition, IDPH recommends the following actions be taken: 
• Display prominent masking and distancing signage. 
• Discourage non-essential travel to other states and international locations. 
• Discourage groups greater than 4 individuals in ages 12 -17 from congregating outside of school.  
• Promote work from home when possible. 

Notes …from Charlene  … I’m finding that “staying in touch” seems to be the  
only good thing coming out of this pandemic. In conversations with our members, I’m finding that 
most would be uncomfortable attending services in our building at this time. The more we can hold 
our church family close, the better  it feels, whether it’s by phone calls or notes.  We really are all in 
this together.  

COMPLETED! 

 


