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BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH

African Americans have played crucial roles in 
the development of America.  The recognition of those 
roles in growth and development from a historical 
perspective are an important step in celebrating the 
contributions of individuals and the collective changes 
the African American community has brought about. 
Through this lens of reform, may we examine our re-
sponsibility for the living out of God’s Beloved Kingdom.
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Communion 
Service For UMM

The Rockford District United Methodist Men (UMM) 
is hosting a Communion Service on Saturday, March 13, 
2021 at 9 am. This service will be held at Grace UMC, 
and you can participate in person with COVID safety pre-
cautions  or view the service live at graceumcrockford.
org. The guest speaker is Gil Hanke, general secretary of 
the General Commission on UMM. He will be speaking 
on “Why Men’s Work is Important.”



  
How to Donate to How to Donate to 
H.O.P.E. SunH.O.P.E. Sunshine shine BoxBox

H.O.P.E. youth group continues their Gear Street Ministry, replenish-
ing the Sunshine Box every week.

PLEASE COLLECT the following for the Sunshine Box: mouth-
wash, dental floss, razors, shaving cream, tooth paste, body 
wash, feminine products, baby wipes, body lotion face wash, 
granola bars, crackers, juice boxes, canned fruit, Clorox wipes, 
kitchen sponges, dish detergent, garbage bags, zip lock bags, 
and glass cleaner.

Read the February Read the February 
NIC REPORTER onlineNIC REPORTER online

The February issue of the NIC Reporter is on its way to your mailbox, 
but in the meantime you can click here to read it online. Learn how one 
church has drastically reduced its carbon footprint, get to know NIC’s 
interim Bishop, discover new resources for Lent and Easter that can be 
used in a virtual setting, and much more!

“More Justice, More Love” Campaign
NIJFON Kicks off “More Justice, More Love” 

Campaign Sunday, February 21 with Event
JFON logoThis Sunday, February 21 at 4 pm, 

Northern Illinois Justice For Our Neighbors (NIJFON) 
invites you to an exciting event to celebrate 10 years 
of justice at NIJFON! Special guest speaker Nestor 
Gomez, immigrant storyteller, is back by popular 
demand and they will also welcome State Rep Delia 

Ramirez who holds NIJFON special to her heart as 
she helped to start the Chicago clinic back in 2014. 
And of course they will be honoring their 10 years in 
special ways!

Don’t miss the NIJFON 10th Anniversary 
Celebration and Kickoff of their new “More 
Justice, More Love” campaign! Join via Face-
book Live on Sunday, February 21 at 4pm.
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Sharing Our Gifts
We encourage you to donate by mail, on our 

website galenaumc.org or on our Facebook page. A 
DONATION BUTTON HAS BEEN ADDED TO FACE-
BOOK and OUR WEBSITE. 

“Shop and Share” ANY TIME for Galena UMC! 
Do your online shopping through iGive and Amazon 
Smile. Galena UMC receives a percentage of the on-
line sales when when these services are used. 

Amazon Smile is a program that donates 0.5% 
of your eligible purchases on Amazon to a charity of 
your choice. All you need to do is start your shopping 

at smile.amazon.com. The donation will be made at no 
extra cost to you and you can choose from nearly one 
million public charitable organizations.

iGive is a free service. Since 1997, iGive has 
grown to 350,000+ members supporting 50,000+ 
causes and raised over $9 Million! Select “Galena 
UMC” as your “cause” before you shop. iGive mem-
bers generate donations by shopping online at any 
of our 2,400+ Stores. There are no added costs nor 
obligations. You don’t need to enter any codes. It’s all 
automatic.  

Help those 
affected by food 
insecurity

Would you like to donate to help those affected 
by food insecurity? Due to the pandemic, the need 
to support food banks has heightened. To donate, 
send your donations directly to the Galena Food 
Pantry or send dontations to us, indicating Galena 
Food Pantry as the destination for the amount. 

For more information about the Galena Food 
Pantry, please visit galenafoodpantry.org.
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On January 1, 2021, the Northern Illinois Con-
ference welcomed retired Bishop John L. Hopkins as 
our Interim Bishop. Because COVID-19 prevented a 
more formal welcome, we created a video so that 
everyone could get to know Bishop Hopkins better. 

NIC Director of Communications Anne Ma-
rie Gerhardt “met” with Bishop Hopkins on ZOOM 
to learn more about his background and minis-
try. Click HERE to watch his ZOOM interview. 

Meet Interim 
Bishop Hopkins
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2 Phyllis Ortman
4 Brooke Dittmar
5 Karen Hughes
14 Lynn Sisler
18 Mary Turner
19 Julia Lieb

20 Jorja Culbertson
22 Alysha Culbertson
25 Nick Allen-Stewart
29 Lynn Shellhorn
29 Jane Newton

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS!
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News from Galena ARC
Galena ARC: Child Care Facility, Community 

Recreation ...https://www.galenaarc.org
“Believe in Us”  Together we bring sustainability. 

For 45 years the ARC and community support have 
allowed Galena to flourish. Work with us to provide 
our families art, sports, fitness, child care, and edu-
cational programming second to none. 

Please indicate on your donation an 
amount and write ”Change for the Better” on 
your check’s memo line. 

Thank you!! We are finding more ways to con-
nect as community partners!

Seven Zoom Town Hall Meetings:
Informative and Fruitful

As has been previously shared, in 2016, The 
United Methodist Church approved a new Governance 
model which brings Finance, Trustees, Staff Parish & 
Ad Council into one Board of 9, freeing the church for 
Discipleship, ministry and mission. 

“Our need is to have efficient, accountable church 
leadership while getting more people involved in mis-
sion and ministry instead of committees. Governance 
is not the mission of the church. Governance supports 
the mission of the church.”

All other teams or committees remain active and 
poised for growth. The Leadership Board creates task 
groups as needed for business, such as working with 
the treasurer to build a draft budget for the board. 
At the encouragement of the previous Superinten-
dent, Rev. Lisa Kruse-Safford we began to explore the 

process and our current Superintendent, Rev. Fabiola 
Grandon-Mayer, will be working with our transition.

Board members are drawn from current commit-
ted leaders with a 1-, 2-, and 3-year initial rotational 
term. Nominations has prepared a slate ready for our 
Special Charge (all church) Conference. Once adapt-
ed, the One Board will replace the four governance 
committees. Information and a conference date will be 
shared soon.

For a video and resources about the Simplified 
Structure, please visit www.blakebradford.org/simpli-
fied-structure. Call if you have any questions or would 
like to talk.

Blessings, 
Pastor Catiana
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Lenten Season & ZOOM Lenten Study
Lent is a season 

of forty days, not 
counting Sundays, 
which begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends 
on Holy Saturday. 

The forty days 
represents the time 
Jesus spent in the 
wilderness, enduring 
the temptation of 
Satan and preparing 
to begin his ministry. 

Lent is a time of 
repentance, fasting 
and preparation for 
the coming of Easter. 
It is a time of self-ex-
amination and reflection.

Today, Christians focus on 
relationship with God, growing as 
disciples and extending ourselves, 
often choosing to give up some-
thing or to volunteer and give of 
ourselves for others.

As an “ASH” replacement for 
our Ash Wednesday service, I invite 
you to ”excavate” a bit of dirt from 
your yard or house plant. We will 
use this instead of ashes in our at-
home service.  When touching the 
dirt, remember your connection to 
the earth.

“When we impose the ashes 
on someone during the service, 
we quote Genesis 3:19 that says 
‘you are dust and to dust you shall 

return’ so in a way dust is an even 
more appropriate symbol for the 
service. 

Dust represents both our bro-
kenness, but also our hope of res-
urrection and new life. Dust scat-
ters, but dust also allows things to 
grow,” says Marcia McFee. 

“I know many of us are sad 
not to be worshipping together in 
a sanctuary for Ash Wednesday, 
but I hope we can also see this as 
a unique opportunity for creativity 
and reflection. In the Early Church, 
Lent was also the season where 
catechumens prepared for their 
baptism. I hope this time can be 
one where each of us rediscovers 
the calling of our baptism and re-

flects on the way we 
can live out our com-
mission as Christian 
healers to communi-
ties hurt by the pan-
demic,” said McFee.

For many Chris-
tians Ash Wednes-
day may take on a 
deeper meaning this 
year. It was during 
Lent last year that 
most of our lives 
were upended by the 
pandemic. 

As we mourn 
those who were lost 
this past year, we 

are reminded daily of our own mor-
tality. Yet just we can see light at 
the end of tunnel in the miracles of 
modern science, so too do we find 
hope in promise of Christ’s resur-
rection and the new life it offers all 
of us.

Join us for our ZOOM LENT-
EN STUDY from 6-7:30 pm ev-
ery Thursday evening through 
Lent. We will start at 6 pm with 
a conversation while we eat 
soup together over Zoom, and 
then we will proceed with the 
study at 6:30 pm. We will be 
reading “The Walk: by Adam 
Hamilton. 

Look out for weekly up-
dates sent to you over email.
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PRAYER Joys and Concerns
Prayers for our country’s peace 

and reconciliation; please hold our 
friends and families who have, had 
or are being tested for COVID-19, in 
prayer; Betty Schalk past away. She 
and her husband, Bob, were long time 
members of our church and very active 
in the choir. 

Continue to hold our dear mem-
bers and friends who passed away 
these last few months and their families 
in prayer: Roy Lewis, Carole Koester, 
Dave Ream, Ginny Carroll’s nephew, 
Randy Bush; Bill Whitehouse, brother 
in law of Bill Marc and Sherry; Karen 
Hughes’ husband, Wayne; Lonna’s niece 
Diane Roling; Wayne Shepherd, holding 
Maureen and family in prayer; Mary 
Lou Cook, Larry’s wife; Ron and Carol 
Ericson.

Please pray for Melissa, Janette’s 
granddaughter, who recently had a por-
tion of her lung removed. Charlene 
had knee surgery; Hold her in prayer 
as she recovers. Prayers for Wayne 
Turner’s health issues; His address 
is 6032 N Council Hill Road, Galena. 
Continue prayers for healing for Daniel 
Sabin; continue prayers for Eileen Hen-
rich, Pam McKinsey’s mom and prayers 
for Pam’s sister, Melanie; Prayers for 
Ester Lieberman who is now in hospice 
at home;  and prayers for Lonna & her 
family and prayers continue for Joni 
Decker, Lonna’s daughter.

Please hold Sarah and Carter in in 
prayer as Sarah continues chemothera-

py; Please hold granddaughter Rachel, 
in prayer as she undergoes some tests; 
Betty Kabara is doing well. Michele 
Allen, Rob Brotheridge’s daughter has 
lung cancer that has metastasized to 
the brain; prayers for family members 
of Elisa; Please continue prayers for Lar-
ry Cook and his family; Curtis Cook, Lar-
ry’s grandson; please hold Bev DeBord 
in prayer; Please hold Ben’s niece, Char-
ity, in prayer; prayers continue for Dave 
and Annie Silaggi; and continue prayers 
for Lisa and Terry Prindle. 

Prayers for Janette Bader and 
family; prayers for Pat Bull - transitions; 
prayers for Margo Simmons and Mike; 
continue prayers for Corey Hyslop, Su-
zanne’s nephew, quadriplegic, hospital-
ized for severe pain and complications;  
Prayers for Zambia’s hunger-mission-
ary, Betty Tsala and sons, Lanie and 
Shaun. 

Prayers for all detained/separat-
ed children, Immigrants; victims of gun 
violence & all experiencing PTSD; all re-

sponders to tragedies in our country & 
around the world; prayers for the people 
of the United Methodist Church as we 
find a new expression of more fully living 
into the grace-filled ministry of our faith; 
and prayers for our United Methodist 
Church and its ministries. Prayers for 
peaceful solutions to world issues which 
are too often addressed with violence. 
May the peace of Christ prevail.

Prayers for the world and its lead-
ers facing difficult decisions every day. 
May decisions be made with wisdom 

and care for the benefit for all. Prayers 
for all health care workers and for all 
frontline workers trying to provide crit-
ical services at a dangerous time for 
themselves; 

Prayers for loved ones who have 
died but whose lives cannot be cele-
brated in churches or cemeteries at 
this time; for maintaining connections 
during a time of sheltering in our homes; 
and prayers for healing from the sins of 
racism. 
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Board of 
Church and 
Society

Church and Society equips United Methodists 
across the globe to faithfully advocate for a more 
peaceful and more just world. 

For more information, visit umcjustice.org or 
find Board of Church & Society on Facebook.
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Anti-Racism Task Force
Racism is a sin, 

and The United Meth-
odist Church is com-
mitted to challenging 
the unjust power 
structures that sup-
port it and working for 
equality in all areas of 
life. What can you do?

Pray:  We listen 
for the voice of Jesus 
in our private acts of 
devotion and our pub-
lic acts of worship. 
The Upper Room has collected 
resources for the spiritual work 
of overcoming racism.

Connect: We begin our work 
by joining hands and hearts to 
journey side by side. Seek diverse 

blogs, podcasts, news outlets, 
and new relationships.

Show up: We seek to be 
present at the rally, to the pain of 
others, and for opportunities to 
use our voices for change.

Act: Jesus calls us not only 

to speak, but to join in 
the work of liberating 
the oppressed.

Join Church and-
Society of the United 
Methodist Church in 
their work for civil and 
human rights. Connect 
with United Methodist 
Women in their work 
for racial justice. 

Suggested Re-
sources for Becoming 
Anti-Racist: Disciple-

ship Ministries. Hire people of 
color. Spend responsibly. Work 
for justice. To learn more, con-
tact ARTG through their email: 
AntiracismTF@umcnic.org.
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NIC Goals 
Our strategic Goals for the Conference (approved 

at AC 2019) to be implemented through a two-year plan 
are: to grow and reach new disciples of Jesus Christ; to 
live out the conviction that racism is incompatible with 
Christian teaching; and to increase the number of highly 
vital congregations.

Visit our NIC Shepharding Team website at 
umcnic.org/shepherdingteam to download the 2019   
ACST Strategic Goals Brochure and to learn more about 
the team.
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By God’s grace, the Galena United Methodist 
Church is the Body of Christ striving to fulfill Christ’s 
Great Command to love God and to love neighbor, and 
Christ’s Great Commission to make disciples.

Galena United Methodist Church is affiliated 
with the Reconciling Ministries Network.

God, as known to us in Jesus Christ, welcomes all. 
We welcome ALL people of any race, national origin, eth-
nicity, gender, sexual orientation, age, social or econom-
ic status, employment status, or life situation; including 
people with physical or mental illness or disability. We 
practice loving acceptance of each person and respect-
ful discussion of our differences.

Our missional giving includes United Churches of 
Galena Food Pantry, Riverview Compassionate Care, 
National Child Safety Council, Rosecrance Behavioral 
Health, Prisoner Release, Riverbend Food Depository, 
Homelessness in Chicago and UMCOR National & In-
ternational disasters from Hurricanes to Missionary 
Support around the world.

About GUMC

OUR MISSION
Love God. Love Neighbor. 

Make Disciples.

Ministry Team 
and Staff
Pastor:  Rev. Catiana McKay
Ministers:  The Congregation
Creative Assistant: Julia Lieb
Accompanist:  Cody Clayton
Choir Director:  Pam McKinsey
Hand Bell Choir:  Meg Gibbs
Sound:   Karen Hughes
Technical:  Dennis Irwin   
Acolytes:   Emma Blaum, Lilly Dickerson, 
  Maya Dickerson, Ruby Dickerson, 
  Brooke Dittmar, Chase Dittmar, 
  Vanessa Fair, Aamirha Hallman,  
  and Owen Holcomb

United Methodist
Memberships

World Council of Churches
oikoumene.org

National Council of Churches
nccusa.org

Illinois Conference of Churches 
worldmethodistconference.com

World Methodist Conference
worldmethodistconference.com

WEEKLY
NEWSLETTER

FEB
202121GU

M
C


