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Galena UMC 
Recovery & ReTurn Report 

September 30, 2020  Week #16 
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Dave & Judy Biegon 

Karen Hughes 

Darcy Muehliep 

Pastor Catiana McKay 

Weekly Update … from Dale        

 Over the past several months, our church and many churches have 

stopped meeting in person. A global pandemic, government regula-

tions, and a desire to serve each other and society have kept us 

from gathering. Instead, we have held “services” online, met 

“virtually,” and used technology to connect.  Many persons ex-

pressed that our recent service at Recreation Park on September 

20th gave us an incredibly positive “taste” of the joy of worshipping 

together.  We are continuing to investigate additional ways (adult 

Sunday School, youth fellowship, etc.) to meet and worship in our 

“virtual world”.  

Our committee simply feels that we are not be able to return  

right away. We need to exercise caution for ourselves or those we love. We may need to keep 

watching from a distance for a while. But when the time is right, God’s people can and must 

gather again, and I hope all of you will join in. Our gatherings are ultimately a taste of heaven. 

The Bible’s vision of heaven does not look like a quarantine, a livestream, or a Zoom call. It 

will be a “face to face” encounter with the risen Christ and a worshipful reunion of both saints 

and angels.  In the life to come, we will not be siloed and segregated in mansions of glory but 

living and working and loving and serving together in a new world. So, once we know it is 

safe, wise, and no disservice to our communities, we long to gather again—in person—until 

all things are new. 
 

We are human beings. We are designed to see and hear and taste and touch 

and feel our way through the physical world God has made.  

Steeple  

Work  

has Begun 

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana    Our Confirmation Worship Service on Sunday was  a de-

light even with masks & distancing. Registration was easy. Thank you all!  We can begin registration for Blessing of 

the Animals on October 11th. More information in announcements. 
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana  Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Notes …from Charlene  … I’m finding that “staying in touch” seems to be the only good thing 
coming out of this pandemic. The more we can hold our church family close, the better  it feels, 
whether it’s by phone calls or notes.  We really are all in this together.  

 

Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis  (FAQ page 1- more detail) 
 

Children are not immune to Covid19.  They are equally as  

susceptible to Covid19 as adults.  They just don’t get as sick as adults.  Current studies show that 

infected children who are asymptomatic often have more live virus in their upper airways than 

sick adults.  Because of the big disconnect between infection and symptoms in many children, 

children can be very efficient spreaders of the virus.  Bottom line: Do not assume that just be-

cause a small child is not sick that the child is not infected with Covid19.  Wear your mask, main-

tain social distancing, wipe down all surfaces, and wash your hands.  

Update from the County…..by Jay   Region 1 COVID-19 mitigations begin Saturday 

  

Gov. JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Public Health announced COVID-19 resurgence mitigations 
will be implemented in Region 1- Boone, Carroll, DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside and 
Winnebago counties in Illinois beginning Saturday. 
The positivity rate trends had not favored Region 1 in recent weeks. It hit 8% positive in each of the past two 
days, according to the most recently released state data, and mathematically needed to turn in a day on 
Wednesday with a low positivity rate it had not seen in weeks in order to get under 8% positive. 
 Mitigation measures taking effect Saturday in Region 1 include the following: 
 Bars and Restaurants 
• No indoor service 
• All outside bar service closes at 11 p.m. 
• All bar patrons should be seated at tables outside 
• No ordering, seating or congregating at bar (bar stools should be removed)  
• Tables should be 6 feet apart  
• No standing or congregating indoors or outdoors while waiting for a table or exiting 
• No dancing or standing indoors 
• Reservations required for each party 
• No seating of multiple parties at one table 
 Meetings, Social Events, Gatherings 
• Limit to lesser of 25 guests or 25 percent of overall room capacity 
• No party buses 
• Gaming and Casinos close at 11 p.m., are limited to 25 percent capacity, and follow mitigations for bars and restau-
rants, if applicable. These mitigations do not currently apply to schools. 
  

"[The] IDPH will track the positivity rate in Region 1 to determine if mitigations can be relaxed, if additional mitigations 
are required, or if current mitigations should remain in place," according to the release. "If the positivity rate averages 
less than or equal to 6.5% for three consecutive days, then Regions 1 will return to Phase 4 mitigations under the Re-
store Illinois Plan. If the positivity rate averages between 6.5% and 8%, the new mitigations will remain in place and 
unchanged. If the positivity rate averages greater than or equal to 8% after 14 days, more stringent mitigations can be 
applied to further reduce spread of the virus." 

  Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

   May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
   power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 


