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Weekly Update … from Dale  
 

Our recovery/return committee met again this week to deal with 
the task of “reopening” our church.  As the pending vaccine is be-
coming available, we have hope that it will be safe to gather 
again at some point in the future.  As we contemplate this step, 
we will be listening to our health experts.  This valuable input will 
help us balance safety and faithfulness.  While there is no time-
line for this “reopening”, we want to be looking ahead.  Please 
know that we are considering this decision prayerfully and with 
caution. 
 

What should we be considering as we are thinking through reo-
pening our church? 
The Bible has some very direct words about preferring others 
above ourselves and laying down our rights for the sake of our   

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana  

brothers and sisters (e.g. Philippians 2, Galatians 5). I think we all need to be thinking not in 
terms of, “What are my rights?” but rather in terms of, “What are the needs of my brothers and 
sisters and how can I lay down my rights in love and service?” 
 

What Bible story or passage may have been speaking into our lives recently? 
Maybe not surprisingly, the passage that may have been speaking to us recently is about suffer-
ing. In Deuteronomy 8, the people of Israel are on the cusp of entering the promised land, and 
God is speaking to them about the 40-year journey they have just been through. God reminds 
them of the suffering they have experienced, but makes it clear 
he was not wasting their suffering. He was testing them to know 
what was in their hearts, humbling them and letting them hun-
ger to teach them to feast on him, disciplining them as his be-
loved children, and his intention in the end was to do them good.  
Now, the whole world is on a difficult journey, and we do not 
know when it will end (although hopefully it won’t be 40 years!). 
God is asking us if we are willing to trust him with this time, to 
learn what he is trying to teach us, to let our loneliness and hun-
ger for life as we knew it to lead us to deeper fellowship with 
him. Will we trust God, that he is committed to doing us good 
through the hardship and pain of this season? 

Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deuteronomy%208&version=NIV
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Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 
 

Buyer Beware! A negative result from a Covid19 screening test may not really be negative. 
 

Screening tests are now offered in the community.  Should you get one?  I am not running right over 
to be tested.  Why not, you ask?  The reason is that the information an asymptomatic person will get 
back from the test may not be accurate.  And, if it is not accurate, why do it?  The problem is with 
“false negative” results.  If the test is “positive”, indicating you have the infection, this is valuable in-
formation that will guide your behavior and is definitely worth knowing.  But, if it is negative, what 
do you do?  It may mean that you are not infected.  It may mean that you are infected but it is too 
soon for the test to turn positive.  It may mean that you are infected but the test is not sensitive 
enough to pick up the infection.  To answer these questions, you either need to have a second, differ-
ent test to confirm the results of the first or keep going back to be tested every week, possibly setting 
up a never-ending loop.  The good news, sort of, is that the reported false positive rates for the 
Covid19 tests are really quite small.  So, a positive test is very likely to be correct but still should be 
confirmed with a second test.  I am concerned about possible false negative results leading to a false 
sense of security.  If you let your guard down as a result, the spread of Covid19 can be wors-
ened.   My advice is generic.  There is no harm in testing if you are without symptoms or known re-
cent exposure as long as you regard a single negative Covid19 screening test result with caution.  It 
may be best to hold off on testing until you have a specific reason in mind.  You think you have been 
exposed recently.  You think you may have the infection.  You will be in contact with a vulnerable in-
dividual.  You are going to be traveling in the next few days.  These are all good reasons to be test-
ed.  But the caution about interpreting the results remains. 

 

Update from the County ...from Jay     

41 new COVID cases in JDC this week 
GALENA–As of Monday, Jan. 11, Jo Daviess County reported 1,426 COVID cases since the spring. 
There have been 10 new cases since Jan. 8 and 41 new cases since Jan. 4. This is the most in a week 
for the county since Dec. 21. About 1,370 of these cases have recovered. There have been 24 deaths 
in the county due to COVID since the start of the pandemic with no new deaths since Monday.  
As of Saturday, Jan. 9, the three highest areas in Jo Daviess County have been 422 cases in the 61036 
zip code (Galena), 265 cases in the 61085 zip code (Stockton) and 241 cases in the 61025 zip code 
(East Dubuque).  

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana 
This week’s Psalm text (Psalm 139) reminds us that we are in an intimate relationship with God. 
There is nowhere we go that God is not present–no state of our being that results in our being aban-
doned. God has knit us together, has woven us, knowing us from before our beginning. God, indeed, 
is holding our lives even as we hold each other. You are not alone. You are loved. Amen. 

Notes …from Charlene  …  
If any of you have thoughts about how we might plan to begin church again sometime in the future, 
do let us know.  “Staying in touch” continues to be the only good thing coming out of this pandemic. 
In conversations with our members, most still would be uncomfortable attending services in our 
building at this time. The more we can hold our church family close, the better  it feels, whether it’s 
by phone calls or notes.  We really are all in this together.  


