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December 2, 2020  Week #25 

Galena’s  

ReTurn Team 
Dale Henze – Chair 

Dennis Irwin   

Charlene Price  

Patricia Allen–Stewart 

Bill & Sherry Marc 

Jay & Hillary Dickerson  

Dave & Judy Biegon 

Karen Hughes 

Darcy Muehliep 

Pastor Catiana McKay 

Weekly Update … from Dale  
 

When Should Our Church Reopen? 
 

      I do not think “When Should Our Church Reopen?” is the cor-
rect title. After all, the church is a body of believers, not merely a 
building or a worship service. The church never closed, but the 
building and the gatherings did. But, when and how should the 
church start gathering again?  Can we kill every germ? Can we 
prevent every asymptomatic carrier from spreading the disease? 
How much preparation and prevention is sufficient? These are big 
questions to weigh. 
     We have continued to wrestle with these questions since 
March. Trying to plan during a continually ambiguous crisis with 
conflicting information and political agendas is nearly impossible.  

While churches in some parts of the U.S. have begun meeting on-campus with certain guide-
lines in place, churches in other places will not be opening their doors for the foreseeable fu-
ture. Some are hesitant even when restrictions are lifted. And, a few churches never actually 
closed. The best that any church can do is to make the best decision based on the available in-
formation. That might not seem very reassuring. 
     Some people bristle when fear is addressed. After all, we are a people of faith, not a people 
of fear. But, we feel fear. The underlying fear for most churches is the fear of blame and losing 
trust. If the church opens too early, even if their state allows, but they are unprepared and 
people get sick, how do you live that down? This is already happening. How soon will that con-
gregation return? How likely will a new family visit that church 
where a bunch of people got sick? If a church executes a careful 
plan of cleaning, social distancing, mask wearing with no touch-
ing whatsoever, can they say they took every precaution? Can 
they say they did everything humanly possible? Will that re-
sponse be good enough? 
     Our “reopening committee” continues to meet.  We still feel 
that we are not able to safely reopen.  The pandemic is not eas-
ing in our area and we feel strongly that reopening would not be 
a responsible decision at this time.  Please continue to worship 
with us via technology and exercise patience as we continue to 
wrestle with this virus. 
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana  Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 

Blessings … from Pastor Catiana      
A reminder… “God is my strength to face the harsh realities with faith and hope”   

“No, it’s not going to be the Thanksgiving (holiday) I had envisioned…and probably not for you either.   

Let me rephrase the last two verses of Habakkuk: 

But even with my Cornish hen on a table without the beloved faces of family and friends,  
I will rejoice in the Lord and laugh later with loved ones over Zoom.   
I will rejoice in the God of my deliverance  
(and hopefully an effective vaccine in the near future for all). 

The Lord God is my strength to face the harsh realities with faith and hope. 
And my heart will be like the deer that bounds through the meadow away from danger  
and climbs to the highest peaks of joy again… 
Because I join others in keeping us all safe.   
 

Happy Thanksgiving!”   Bishop Dyck’s Thanksgiving message.  https://www.umcnic.org/news/bishop-dycks-

Medical Tip of the Week ...from Dennis 
 

Refer to FAQ page 1 for more detailed answer 
 

Handwashing is a very effective way to protect yourself and your family from getting Covid19 
 

To prevent the spread of the Covid19 virus during the COVID-19 pandemic, you should wash 
your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or use a hand sanitizer with at least 
60% alcohol to clean hands frequently throughout the day particularly if you think you have 
touched a contaminated surface. 

 

Notes …from Charlene  …   Sadly, we lost one of our members Dave Ream, to Covid this past 
week.  Let us continue to hold his wife Cari in our thoughts and prayers.  This is such a diffi-
cult time for our church family and the more we can keep each other close, whether by 
phone calls or notes, the better it feels.  We really are all in this together.  

Update from the County ...from Jay     

As of Monday, Nov. 30, there have been 1,079 positive cases in Jo Daviess County. There are reports 
of people who’ve caught COVID-19 a second time; at least one of the 15 county fatalities is a man in 
that category. 
There were 67 new cases since Monday, Nov. 23, and 36 new cases since Nov. 25. This is the lowest 
weekly increase for Jo Daviess County since Oct. 19. About 900 of these cases have recovered.  
As of Saturday, Nov. 28, the three highest areas in the county for COVID have been 312 cases in the 
61036 zip code (Galena), 210 cases in the 61085 zip code (Stockton) and 173 cases in the 61025 zip 
code (East Dubuque). 


