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Weekly Update … from Dale  
 

Well, it has been many Sundays since we have been able to gather 
as a church for worship. Perhaps we did not expect our time of 
separation to last as long as it has, but from the Lord’s good hand, 
we have experienced an extended time of exile from the corpo-
rate body of Christ on earth. And by that same hand, it seems we 
are slowly coming out of exile. Praise him for this sweet mercy! 

We are looking forward to coming together this Sunday, May 23rd, 
at the Northern Lights pavilion at recreation park.  We wanted to 
make you aware of what that will look like and have attached a 
copy of the guidelines for our reopening.  You have likely seen 
these guidelines previously, but we ask that you review them yet 
again.  Our committee has spent many hours discussing how best  

to gather again for worship in these strange 
times. We have tried to consider all the variables 
that are in play in our “new” world. Following 
the various guidelines about the virus and 
providing an environment for corporate worship 
has not been easy to balance. We beg your pray-
ers and patience as we seek to navigate the ever-
changing waters in which we are all swimming. 
Things will be different, but we hope that these 
necessary changes will only be temporary. We 
will continue to evaluate the situation and make 
adjustments as needed. We welcome your feed-
back.  

 

Notes …from Charlene  … 

 Let us continue our phone calls and notes.  “Staying in touch” truly blesses both 
the giver and the receiver especially in this time of pandemic.  Hold our church 

family close.  We are all in this together.  
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Medical Tip of the Week ... by Dennis 
 

Now we who have been vaccinated can be unmasked, so what? 
Until this pandemic ends around the globe, resistant variants are a real risk to all of us, even the fully 
vaccinated.  A recent publication from the Wisconsin Council of Churches sets forth the following 
good advice on reopening our church: 
 DO: 
• Continue to follow COVID-safe practices until background levels of virus are very low 
• Plan gathering and building re-opening carefully and thoughtfully. 
• Adopt a “two out of three” approach: masks, social distancing, gathering outdoors 
• Follow state, local, and any ecclesial guidelines, which are not affected by the new CDC advice 
• Provide an example of good health practices, particularly for children who have not been  
 vaccinated 
• Gather in ways that do not exclude or put at risk unvaccinated members of the community,  
 such as children or medically vulnerable individuals 
 DON’T: 
• Decide the pandemic is over 
• Rush into re-opening, disregarding medical and commonsense advice 
• Discard safe worship practices 
• Ignore state or local health regulations or ecclesial requirements 
• Act in ways that require unvaccinated or vulnerable members to choose between being safe and 
  participating in the community 
  
This is good advice.  For our church, if we know that everyone in the room has been fully vaccinated, 
it is safe to unmask inside the building.  However, if you feel more comfortable keeping your mask 
on, please do so.  Caution and prudence will always be supported. 

 

Blessings…from Pastor Catiana A perfect message for Pentecost!  

(a sharing from Superintendent Fabiola ’s May message)  

The month of May is when we remember the Aldersgate experience from John Wesley, the 
founder of the Methodist movement. He felt the presence of the Holy Spirit and his life 
changed radically.  John Wesley was a courageous man: he preached the gospel in many plac-
es and he was a prophetic voice at that time. In one of his sermons, he said, “Give me one 
hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but God, and I care not a 
straw whether they be clergy or lay;    such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the 
kingdom of heaven on Earth.” This phrase of John Wesley, written in 1777, does not make 
distinctions. He asked for those who would be willing to serve the Lord without fear.  
 

Would you consider yourself one with no fear to share the Good News?  Don't be afraid to be 
a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ; don't be afraid to be a prophetic voice in our communities; 
don't be afraid to share words of peace, love, and hope; don't be afraid to begin new things 
in ministry.  Today more than ever, our world needs us. We are facing a new reality and a new 
“normal.” Let us not go back. Let us look ahead with new ideas, creativity and vision to be 
better disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We are not alone;  

God is with us every step of the way.   Remember: Do No Harm … Do Good … Stay in Love with God!  
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the  
power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 
 

 


