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Weekly Update … from Dale  
 

COVID-19 and the church: A year and a half later……… 

       On March 16, 2020, as COVID-19 cases in the United States 

broke 4,000, the federal government unveiled a two-week plan to 

“flatten the curve” of the pandemic via a combination of social 

distancing, enhanced hygiene and stay-at-home measures. 

       More than a year later, with the total number of reported 

coronavirus cases in the United States surpassing 33 million, much 

of the country has still not returned to a pre-pandemic definition 

of normal. While the daily number of new reported cases has 

dropped considerably from its one-day high of over 300,000 in 

January, and the overall trajectory of the virus appears to be  

headed downward, some degrees of social distancing, masking and heightened sanitization re-

main in many public places. 

       Our committee met again this week just to let you know that the return committee is still 

intact and working to assure the best possible environment for our in-person worship services. 

We will continue to mask and observe some sense of social distancing (revised greetings, differ-

ent communion services, etc.). Just know that our committee is remaining vigilant and keeping 

our eyes and ears open to make sure we do what is best for everyone as we continue to wor-

ship in our sanctuary.  

       There have been some unexpected blessings in the last year.  I think we all now appreciate 

even more what Divine Service means to us, and 

what it’s like to not have it — what it’s like to not 

be able to gather and to not receive the Sacra-

ments regularly. We appreciate how easy it is to 

lose those things, how imperative they are to our 

lives and how different our lives were without 

them. God was always still with us, but we were-

n’t always with each other. We’ve come to prize 

our life together as a sweeter thing than we did 

before. 
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Medical Tip of the Week ….. By Dennis 

The Straight Talk on Vaccines 
 
With the death of Colin Powell over the weekend at the age of 84 from complications of Covid19, 
there has been much misinformation on the airwaves and in social media. General Powell was 84.  
He had multiple myeloma, a disease of white blood cells that reduces immunity and makes vaccine 
response less robust or possibly non-existent.  An 84 year old immunocompromised man with multi-
ple myeloma is not the model you would uses to measure the efficacy of any vaccine or the treat-
ment of any illness other than multiple myeloma.  The truth is that the vaccines work and they work 
very well.  But nothing is perfect.  A very small percentage of fully vaccinated people will come down 
with Covid 19 and an even smaller number will need up in the ICU and die.  Nearly all of these have 
been over 75 and in poor health to begin with.  I have included the full report from the CDC on break-
through infections. This is valuable information to know and internalize.  We need to protect our-
selves.  This begins with being well informed.  We need to stem the spread of misinformation.  The 
following is taken directly from the CDC website at https://www.cdc.gov. 
 

The Possibility of COVID-19 after Vaccination: Breakthrough Infections (Updated Sept. 7, 2021) 
 
“The bottom line: COVID-19 vaccines protect people against severe illness, including disease 
caused by Delta and other variants circulating in the U.S. 
 

•  COVID-19 vaccines protect people from getting infected and severely ill, and significantly re
 duce the likelihood of hospitalization and death. 
•  Getting vaccinated is the best way to slow the spread of COVID-19 and to prevent infection by 
 Delta or other variants. 
•  A vaccine breakthrough infection happens when a fully vaccinated person gets infected with 
 COVID-19. People with vaccine breakthrough infections may spread COVID-19 to others. 
•  Even if you are fully vaccinated, if you live in an area with substantial or high transmission of 

 COVID-19, you – as well as your family and community – will be better protected if you wear a 
 mask when you are in indoor public places. 

•  People who are immunocompromised may not always build adequate levels of protection af
 ter an initial 2-dose primary mRNA COVID-19 vaccine series. They should continue to take all 
 precautions recommended for unvaccinated people, until advised otherwise by their 
 healthcare professional. Further, CDC recommends that moderately to severe
 ly immunocompromised people receive an additional dose of vaccine. 

COVID-19 vaccines are effective at preventing infection, serious illness, and death. Most people who 
get COVID-19 are unvaccinated. However, since vaccines are not 100% effective at preventing in-
fection, some people who are fully vaccinated will still get COVID-19. An infection of a fully vaccinat-
ed person is referred to as a “vaccine breakthrough infection.” 
 
What We Know about Vaccine Breakthrough Infections 
 
• Vaccine breakthrough infections are expected. COVID-19 vaccines are effective at preventing 

most infections. However, like other vaccines, they are not 100% effective. 
• Fully vaccinated people with a vaccine breakthrough infection are less likely to develop serious 

illness than those who are unvaccinated and get COVID-19. 
• Even when fully vaccinated people develop symptoms, they tend to be less severe symptoms 

than in unvaccinated people. This means they are much less likely to be hospitalized or die than 
people who are not vaccinated. 

• People who get vaccine breakthrough infections can be contagious. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/immunocompromised-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
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Blessings … from Pastor Catiana 

Bottom line, “Love your neighbor”, ”Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” 
This is a deeply spiritual moment in time for us, not a political or a test of self– assertion.  
Following in the Jesus way, isn’t always easy or lauded by all but it does motivate us to shine 
forth with the love of God and neighbor and therefore do no harm, do good and stay in love 
with God!  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.        Romans  15:13 

Notes from Charlene...  
As we continue our in-persons gatherings, let us not forget how important our phone calls 
and notes are. “Staying in touch” truly blesses both the giver and the receiver in all times. 
Heart connections never grow old. Hold our church family close. 

Medical Tip of the Week …..continued 

CDC is collecting data on vaccine breakthrough infections and closely monitors the safety and effec-
tiveness of all Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-authorized COVID-19 vaccines. Because vac-
cines are not 100% effective, as the number of people who are fully vaccinated goes up, the number 
of vaccine breakthrough infections will also increase. However, the risk of infection remains much 
higher for unvaccinated than vaccinated people. Studies so far show that vaccinated people are 8 
times less likely to be infected and 25 times less likely to experience hospitalization or death. Vac-
cines remain effective in protecting most people from COVID-19 infection and its complications. 
 
Vaccine Breakthroughs and Variants 
 
CDC continues to actively monitor vaccine safety and effectiveness against new and emerging vari-
ants for all FDA-authorized COVID-19 vaccines. Research shows that the FDA-authorized vaccines 
offer protection against severe disease, hospitalization, and death against currently circulating vari-
ants in the United States. However, some people who are fully vaccinated will get COVID-19 
 
The Delta variant is more contagious than previous variants of the virus that causes COVID-19. 
However, studies so far indicate that the vaccines used in the United States work well against the 
Delta variant, particularly in preventing severe disease and hospitalization. Overall, if there are more 
infections with SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19) there will be more vaccine break-
through infections. However, the risk of infection, hospitalization, and death are all much lower in 
vaccinated compared to unvaccinated people. Therefore, everyone aged 12 years and older should 
get vaccinated to protect themselves and those around them, including family members who are not 
able to be vaccinated from severe disease and death.” 
 

********************* 
According to the CDC as of October 19, 2021, Jo Daviess County still has “Substantial Transmis-
sion” of Covid19.  The CDC recommends that “everyone should wear a mask in public indoor set-
tings…” and “follow local laws, rules, regulations, or guidance.”   
 
You have been vaccinated.  Get your booster when available.  Get your flu shot.  For those of us of 
a certain age, the high dose flu shot is recommended.  
 
DO NOT LET DOWN YOUR GUARD.  This is not over yet. 


