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“Who Can Withhold: Break Forth” 
Sixth Sunday of Easter  May 9, 2021 

 

Prelude  Christ Is Alive 
Provided to YouTube by NAXOS of America Christ Is Alive · Lori True A Place at 

the Table ℗ 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. Released on: 2002-01-01  

Artist: Lori True Composer: Lori True 
https://youtu.be/fzmZhBQb2xs 

 

Welcome   Pastor Catiana 

 

GATHERING OUR STRENGTH 

Threshold 

almost like a rap, or slam poetry. 
1: Break forth!  2: Break out! 
1: Break-fast!  2: Break dance! 
1: Break it up!  2: Break into! 
1: Breaker-Breaker! 2: Break-up! 
1: Break bread! 2: Take a break! 
1: Emergency brake! 2: Whoa!!! 
[rhythm stops] 
BOTH: What are we talking about? 

 
1: Breaking is risky business… 2: Broken foot 
1: Broken lives    2: Broken hearts 
1: Broken ties 

 
BOTH: But what are WE talking about? 

 
2: Breaking patterns!   1: Seeing with new eyes… 
2: Hearing with new ears…  1: Loving with new hearts… 
2: Breaking the molds that keep us from moving on, moving out… 
      1: Breaking through! 
2: Breaking forth! 

 
Let all creation break forth into praises of this, our awesome God! 
Let all creation break forth into praises of this, our loving Christ! 

Let all creation break forth into praises of this, our enlivening Spirit! 
 

Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

Leader (from Psalm 98): O sing to the LORD a new song, for God has done marvelous things. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and 

sing praises with the lyre and the sound of melody. 

https://youtu.be/fzmZhBQb2xs
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With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the LORD. 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. 

Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy! 
 

Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

[song ends with anticipatory chord] 

This is the call! 
The sun breaks through the clouds. 

People: We lift up our heads to meet the day. 
We know that God is at work in our lives. 

We fortify our hearts with compassion and action. 
And when rain comes again, we will open our umbrellas set out anyway. 

For we are called to dance again! 

 
Opening Song of Praise 

 
“I Come with Joy,”  UMH 617 Words: Brien Wren,1968/Music: Southern Harmony, 1835 

https://youtu.be/uQjakjYmGQI 
 

Prayer 
 

Holy One, Justice-Seeker, Lover of Creation – 
Let us be open to learn from the dances of others. 

Open us to new steps for a new day. 
Come and dance with us, engage with us, as we seek you – 

so that we can be risen with Christ and in Christ. 
Be with us now, we pray.  Amen. 

 

 
Affirming the Peace Among Us 

 
The peace of the risen Christ is with you! 

And also with you! 
You are invited to turn to the people around you  

and wave as a sign of graceful greetings this day. 
 

Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

 

 
 
 



 

www.worshipdesignstudio.com/easterdance  3 

LEARNING THE STEPS 
 

A Story for All Ages (Children’s Time) 

 You may have seen today’s dreamer on television. She is a writer who wrote a poem for President 
Biden’s inauguration. Amanda Gorman is her name, and she has dreams of a new world of justice 

and love and diversity. In the poem that she read on television, she says that she dreams… 
 

of a country and a time 
Where a skinny Black girl 
descended from slaves and raised by a single mother 
can dream of becoming president 
 

… of a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and conditions 
of man [sic] 
 

We know, to put our future first, 
we must first put our differences aside 
We lay down our arms 
so we can reach out our arms 
to one another 
Scripture tells us to envision 
that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree 
And no one shall make them afraid 
 
For there is always light, 
if only we're brave enough to see it 
If only we're brave enough to be it 
 

(https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/20/politics/amanda-gorman-inaugural-poem-transcript/index.html) 
 

Did you notice what Amanda said at the end of her poem? She said that the light – that is, the 
goodness and love and justice – will be there if we’re brave enough to see the light and BE the light! 
So, the question is about whether we will act on our dreams to make the world a kinder and more 
loving place.  
 
Our colorful umbrellas are a sign of joy and hope, even on rainy days. Today we’ll add a phrase 
inspired by Amanda’s poem on our prayer umbrella: “Be a light!” 
 
Let’s offer a repeat-after-me-prayer: “We offer thanks   We offer thanks 

for dreamers true    for dreamers true 

for all they are   for all they are 

and all they do    and all they do. 

Let us become    let us become 

dreamers too     dreamers too 

and bring new life     and bring new life 

to me and you    to me and you! 

Amen!      Amen! 

 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/20/politics/amanda-gorman-inaugural-poem-transcript/index.html
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A Story for the Ages (Scripture) 

First Reading: John 15:9, 11-15a (NRSV, adapted) 
 

Jesus said, “As God has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I 
do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but 
I have called you friends. 
 

Second Reading: Acts 10: 44-48 (NRSV) 
 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 
just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 
him to stay for several days. 
 

Sounds of Resurrection  
“A Place at the Table” (For Everyone Born) W&S # 3149 

 Words:Shirley Erena Murray/ Music:Lori True 
https://youtu.be/akF3oWZoIXE  Artist: The Beyond Walls Choir 

 

 

Witness to the Word   Pastor Catiana 

 

Dancing for All We’re Worth  
(Video of the Week) “Jerusalema” from Hungary to celebrate the Spirit’s movement in and through us! 

 

 
THE BODY MOVES IN RESPONSE 

 
Prayers of the People 

 

“Teach Me to Dance” [refrain only] 
 

sung: Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart, 
teach me to move in the power of your Spirit, 

teach me to [move] in the light of your presence, 
teach me to dance to the beat of your heart. 

 

Leader:  For the beauty of the world in all its diversity, we give you thanks, O God. 
Leader: Let us pray together…  

People:  May our gratitude to you fill our days. 
 

https://youtu.be/akF3oWZoIXE
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Leader: We need your healing, O Holy One, for our troubled planet, for our nation,  
for all who are struggling in body, mind, relationships, and spirit.  

We remember those who are suffering…  
[Continue with your prayers of petition….] 

Leader: Let us pray together…  
People:  Come, O God, and restore our lives. 

 
Sung: Teach me to pray in the power of Easter, 

following Christ in a life resurrected, 
teach me to act with compassion and justice, 
teach me to dance with the beat of your heart. 

[continue musical underscoring under the next spoken part, ready to do the last verse] 
 

Be with each of us now.  
May the dance of your Spirit ever call us  

to engage with you and with the needs around us.  
Lead us; guide us; surround and fill us. 

 
Let us pray together…  

People: Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer of the Prayer of Jesus 
 

Prayed in the form or language of your heart or use below: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer Traditional Methodist form 
 

 O U R  F A T H E R  W H O  A R T  I N  H E A V E N ,  
H A L L O W E D  B E  T H Y  N A M E .  

T H Y  K I N G D O M  C O M E .  
T H Y  W I L L  B E  D O N E  

O N  E A R T H  A S  I T  I S  I N  H E A V E N .  
G I V E  U S  T H I S  D A Y  O U R  D A I L Y  B R E A D ,  

A N D  F O R G I V E  U S  O U R  T R E S P A S S E S ,  
A S  W E  F O R G I V E  T H O S E  W H O  T R E S P A S S  A G A I N S T  U S ,  

A N D  L E A D  U S  N O T  I N T O  T E M P T A T I O N ,  
B U T  D E L I V E R  U S  F R O M  E V I L .  
F O R  T H I N E  I S  T H E  K I N G D O M ,  

A N D  T H E  P O W E R ,  A N D  T H E  G L O R Y ,  
F O R  E V E R  A N D  E V E R  

A M E N  
 

Sung: 
Teach me to love with your heart of compassion, 

teach me to trust in the word of your promise, 
teach me to hope in the day of your coming, 
teach me to dance to the beat of your heart. 
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Offering Our Resources and our Energy 
Our joy is complete because the joy of Christ resides within us. We cannot help but break forth. 

This joy is available to all, realized the community in Acts. The Holy Spirit finds its way 
even and especially in what feels like unlikely people and places. 

Everything in creation and everyone has the potential to offer new insight. 
Let us support ministries that move us forward to new solutions for a new world 

through our offering today. 

 
STEPPING OUT  

 
Song for Stepping Out 

 
“You Shall Go Out with Joy” FWS 2279 Words: Steffi Geiser Ruben/Music: Stuart Dauermann 

©1975 Lillenas Publishing Co., admin. by The Copyright Co. OneLicense 
https://youtu.be/OH0XbpNY2g8 

 
Benediction 

 
The poet Hafiz* said,   

 
“Every child has known God, 

Not the God of names, Not the God of don’ts, 
Not the God who ever does anything weird, 

But the God who knows only four words. 
And keeps repeating them, saying: 

‘Come dance with me, come dance.’” 
 

And may the Loving God, 
Risen Christ, 

and Dancing Spirit  
fill you with all you need 

for the days ahead. 
 

And all God’s people said, 
“Amen!" 

 

 
Postlude 

 
You Are Holy      Words and Music: Per Harling 

 
 

  

 
 
 

* Hafiz (translation by Daniel Ladinsky) 


